





Neither rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor hail 
can stop the smooth, continuous opera- 
tion of the Mark-Time Manual ‘Hurri- 
cane” Parking Meter. The rugged, simple 
Mark-Time design, combined with special 
built in weather-proof features keeps the 
“Hurricane” functioning at all times, in 
all types of weather. 


From the northernmost regions of the 
United States and Canada to the semi- 
tropical climate of the South, Mark-Time 
“Hurricane” parking meters could not be 
stopped by extremes of weather. 


POSITIVE PROOF OF SUPERIORITY was 
recorded. Where some other meters failed, 
Mark-Time “Hurricanes” maintained their 
accurate, dependable control of traffic 
without “down-time” in the repair shop. 








mark-time 


manual parking meters 


Manufactured and Sold in Canada by 
Ontario Hughes Owens Co. Ltd. of Ottawa, Ontario 
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“GLENDALE'S FINEST’ 


Improve Traffic Control with 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTORCYCLES 


 paimaninat nowhere does traffic present 

more pressing problems than in sunny 
California, mecea for countless tourists and 
“road’s end” for changing populations. With- 
out the aid of the most modern methods, 
especially motorcycle patrol, traffic control 
would be difficult if not impossible. 

In bustling Glendale, particularly, Harley- 
Davidson Motorcycles have proved their 
worth. 12 solo machines and 4 Servi-Cars are 
constantly helping the hard-working traffic 


squad maintain its fine enforcement record. 


Daily these machines demonstrate their re- 


This fine-looking traffic squad at Glendale, California, is equipped with 12 solo Harley-Davidson Police Motorcycles and 4 Police Servi-Cars. 


markable effectiveness in breaking up traffic 
congestion, reaching trouble spots swiftly, and 
in patrolling parking areas and outlying dis- 
tricts. In fact, Glendale police join with ex- 
perts everywhere in acclaiming motorcycles 
maintaining law and order. 
as unmatched for preventing accidents and 
In your city, likewise, Harley-Davidsons can 
increase the efficiency of your traffic force 
and help reduce accidents. Ask your Harley- 
Davidson dealer to bring you complete infor- 
mation about Harley-Davidson Police Motor- 


cycles, Servi-Cars and Sidecars, or write 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR COMPANY. Milwaukee I. Wisconsin 


BETTER 
TRAFFIC 
CONTROL 
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@ It is earnestly recom- 


’ mended that orders for tire 
chains be placed at the 
earliest moment in order 
to avoid possible shortages 
later on. It is also recom- 
mended that cross chains 
and repair tools be ordered 


earlier this year for the 

same reason. Used chains 

EA a LY a should be cleaned and ex- 
@ amined and any necessary 

repairs made before they 

are stored for the summer. 


In ordering new chains specify 
WEED AMERICAN BAR-REINFORCED, 
the best buy in tire chains. 


through your 
Weed Chain 
Distributor 





York, Pa., Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Portland, San Francisco, Bridgeport, Conn. 


AMERICAN CHAIN DIVISION 
AMERICAN CHAIN & CABLE 


In Business for Your Safety 
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PUBLIC 
SAFETY 


BETWEEN STOPS 


HAT’S Market 

Street, San Fran 
cisco, gracing the 
cover of PuBLic 
SAFETY for June 
Our cover photo and 
the other photos 
used in “Bagdad 
Bonanza” (See page 
4) are the work of 
Bob Rockwell, on 
the staff of the city’s Public Utilities Com 
mission. That banner that flutters all over 
the street car isn’t really draped over the 
top of the transit vehicle at all. It’s all a 
matter of perspective, and the whimsical 
Pacific breezes just chose to blow at the 
very instant Bob snapped his shutter. Of 
course these little nuances never show up 
until the darkroom gives out its secrets, and 
by that time all that's required for a retake 
is a police squad to block off traffic, a tower 
truck spotted out in the middle of traffic, 
a clear day and a smile from Dame Fortune 
From such simple recipes come magazine 
covers. The building at the end of Market 
Street is the Ferry Building (housing a re 
lief map of the state in miniature scale) 
and beyond is the Bay 

If Market Street seems to have a “new 
look,” the operations of the San Francisco 
Municipal Railway are even more modern 
Your editor was mightily impressed with 
the manner in which transit struck paydirt 
in this great city by the Golden Gate 

But, who can find werds to convey the 
full meaning of a program that reduced 
trafhe accidents by a thousand, which re 
sulted in 800 fewer passenger accidents and 
130 less employee accidents, to name but a 
few of the manifold benefits and savings 
effected San Franciscans as transit customers 
and taxpayers 


We hear via the Chaparral, publication of 
the Texas Department of Public Safety 
which covers the activities of the Texas 
Rangers, Texas Highway Patrol, etc., that 
South Houston has gone in for specializa 
tion in a big way. To give you a “for in 
stance’ of the extent of specialization down 
Texas way—it seems that a stray alley cat 
wandered into the post office building and 
vave birth to four kittens. Being a Houston 
at, of course she had her kittens under the 
Special Delivery table 
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BAGDAD 








tery nt is a familiar word in 
San Francisco. The residents of 
be tiful Baygdad-by-the-Bay 

ind ten-strike 


know 
irt when they hit it 

ome naturally to a ity that 
Gold 


took the fabulous era of the 


rity in the Rush 


in stride. Biggest bonanza 
has been dredged up 
ssful accident prevention 
San Francisco Munict 


Adequate bus loading zones have helped w speed up local 
This is one of Muni Railway's 358 brand-new 
obs which has made straphanging a lost art in San Francisco 


ansit service 


BONANZA 


This Bagdad Bonanza brought the 
San Francisco Municipal Railway a 23 
per cent reduction in the accident rate 
over its record for the previous yeat 
It was truly a ten-strike in lives saved 
and resources conserved for San Fran 
cisco taxpayers 

None of the results achieved by the 

Muni Railway’’ were accomplished 

overnight or by any mere coincidence 
They were all achieved through hard 
work at all levels by company person 
nel, and by a sound management ut 
envisioned a safe trip as a funda 

+] 


mental part of its contract with th 


rider 


Below 





Union 
garage, the largest in the world, is a familiar scene to San 
Franciscans. In 





As Ned H. Dearborn, president of 
the National Safety Council, put it 
It is axiomatic that 
pletely reflect the attitude of top man 
agement in matters pertaining to acct 
which comment is 


workers com 


dent 
particularly apropos of the 
in San Francisco 
Mayor Elmer E 
tensely interested in the operations of 
Muni.”” Accident prevention—in his 
mind is an integral part of an eth 


prevention 
situation 


Robinson its in 


cient operation, and San Francisco's 
Mayor ts a very efficient public othcial 


Backing Mayor Robinson's views to 


lo Page | 


Square, housing a four-story, sub-surface 


the background is St. Francis Hotel 


aed ee ag ee 
-_ 
tm am, Fg 


= 








Ac right: San Francisco's Mayor Robin 
son; Muni Railways director of person 
nel and safety, Paul J. Fanning; and Iver 
C. Larson, executive vice president, San 
Francisco Chapter, NSC, beam as they 
look over the improvement shown in 
transit accident prevention 


Below: Presidio trolley coach yard at 
night. This is one of the finest main 
fenance units in the country Every in 
stallation has been designed to give 
coaches moder streamlined servicing 
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the hilt, the city’s Public Utilities the prime movers in setting up the 


Commission has gone to great lengths Safe Driver Award Program 

to see to it that service has been ‘It’s fabulous,”’ Mr. Fanning stated : 
pped-up, accidents slashed, and The results of this program have ex 
ourtesy made a system-wide attribute ceeded all our expectations. The high 
Kudos, therefore, are in order for percentage of men who completed the 

Commission President Philip I year without a chargeable accident has 

Landis, and Commissioners: Edward been most gratifying. Out of 1,579 

B. Baron, Donald A. Cameron, Sam operators eligible to participate, more 

McKee and Victor S. Swanson than 36 per cent received awards 
Translating these forward-looking San Francisco ts no naive metropolis 
ws into action, James H. Turner To Page 26 
anager of utilities Municipal Rail 

way, 18 very much on the ball, evin 

nh i pe rsonal interest round the 


lock, in all the manifold workings of 
Munt His two top-ranking aides 





Willian H. Scott, general manager 
ind Charles D. Miller operating man 
ive! ec to it that the accident pre 
I progt im ts not shunted aside 
isit’s perpetual battle with sched 
| im Onyestion, or tn meeting 
the demands of an ofttime tickle rid 
bl 
lopsid Munts” management in 
wt accidents can and must be 
prevenied. And it ts almost impos 
sible to encounter such enthusiasm as 
Mayor Robinson's, or the spirit that 
an it’s the commissioners ofr opera 


tions management without becoming 
somewhat “infected” with enthusiasm 
for Muni's modernized transit op 
eration And it 1s fortunate for San 
Francisco, indeed, that this blessed 
virus” has seemingly “infected” the 
entire "Muni organization 

San Francisco Municipal Railway 
idopted the Safe Driver Award Pro 
yram of the National Safety Council 
in November, 1949. At year's end, it 
tiked off such tangible results as 





would satisfy even the most hard 
boiled riti The intangible results 
are just as solidly rooted as any that 
can be demonstrated by graphs, charts 
or money in the bank. They consist 
largely of a new set of attitudes that 
ire the soil in which grow courtesy 
service and cooperative effort 

There were 568 proud men operat 
ing ““Munt’” Railway vehicles at year's 
end. They were the winners of the 
NSC Safe Driver Awards—the na 
tion’s highest honor for professional 











Inset atop page: George Dahl is a typical old-timer. He earned an NSC Safe Driver 
Award. Mr. Dahl has racked up 39 years with Muni Railway and his courtesy has been 
the subject of a column by Jack McDowell in the Call-Bulletin. Center photo: This 
But proudest of all of them was soaping washer gets buses clean, washes even behind the ears. Clean vehicles are a 
Paul J. Fanning, director of the Pub must on the Muni Railway, have proved to be one of the best public relations tech- 

. niques; Bottom photo: Sutter Street bus stop. This gives you an idea of the bus loading 
‘ ; zone markings used in San Francisco, Sutter Street traffic experiment to speed up vehicu- 
Personnel and Safety, who was one of lar traffic is being watc ‘ed by City Fathers. Mass transit cooperated 100 per cent. 


safe driving performance 


lic Utilities Commission's Bureau of 
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STEPS TO TRAFFIC 


COURT IMPROVEMENT 


By P. 5 Demopolos 


Chairman, Oklahoma Junior Bar Conference 


V EMBERS of the Junior Bar Con 
i ference of the Oklahoma State 
Bar Association have listed six recom 
mendations for changes in the present 
traffic court system which it ts felt will 
the ethciency of the 


Improve courts 


in handling traffic cases 
The suggested changes include 


1. The trathc problem is a typical 


development of modern times. Its 
growth has brought with it the vital 
question of enforcement of re vula 
tions essential to the control of poten 
tial but destructiveness 


In this enforcement the judicial proc 


unnecessary 
ess plays an important role. To do so 
effectively, our courts must be adapted 
to the problems involved. As a means 
of forestalling undesirable results it is 
recommended that all courts treat trat 
fic Cases apart from their other busi 
ness. Where the offenses that filter 
through the violations bureau are so 
numerous that they prevent proper 
adjudication, a special court for traf 
fic is necessary. Where trafhe viola 
tions are not numerous enough for a 
separate court, it is suggested they be 
tried from a distinct docket and heard 
apart from other criminal violations as 
a separate session of court. 

2. The ideal 
trafic law enforcement would involve 
the efficient trial of these cases on a 
uniform basis in a special court before 
a judge trained for that type of 
work. The closest approach to this 
ideal would be by means of a single 
trafhe court for an entire state. This 
court’s authority would be statewide 
and it would handle violations of both 
local and state laws. Headed by a 
chief traffic judge, this court and its 


judiciay system of 


procedure would be specitically de 


signed for traffic cases. Under the 
chief judge would be a number of dis 
trict trafhe judges who would sit in 
courts strategically located throughout 
the state in relation to the state road 
system and the volume of traffic cases 
in various localities. The state would 


be divided into districts and judicial 
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assignments made to individual dis 
tricts. Each district would contain a 
centrally 
which subdistrict courts for rural areas 


located trathc court from 
would operate, their number depend 
ent upon local traffic enforcement con 
ditions 

Modernized along traditional lines 
of specialization such a court would 
furnish an efhcient, effective and im 
pressive judicial system for the en 
forcement of trafhe laws 

3. The selection of judicial othcers 
from a wide area has proved more 
satisfactory than local choices. It ts 
reasonable to assume that capable 
judges are easier to find in an entire 
state than in any particular city o1 
town and that higher standards would 
have to be met by the applicants from 
the larger area. In addition, the fact 
that the judge is to be a state officer 
would avoid, to a great extent, local 
political selections. But as important 


as the method of selection are the 
factors of training and 
Under the state traffy 

each judge would rapidly become a 
specialist in traffic cases 


would be aware of the elements and 


experience 
court system 


The judges 


problems involved, and of the pur 
pose and aims of traffic law enforce 
ment. Certainly more could be ex 
pected of them than of the judges 
who try our traffic cases at present 

i. The state traffic court would 
possess a number of attributes that 
would result in a high degree of im 
partiality. Most important for this 
purpose would be the fact that the 
judge would be assigned by the chiet 
judge and would be without local ob- 
ligations and, therefore, not readily 
subject to political pressure. Then 
too, his training and his realization of 
the importance and seriousness of trat 
fic violations would act as an automatic 
brake. The elimination of the pay- 
ment of fees upon conviction only and 
of the retention of fines by local au 
thorities would avoid any atmosphere 
of local or personal bias. And finally 


the presence of a supervising judge 


whose task would be, in part, to look 
for the exercise of partiality, would 
effectively discourage favoritism 

5. One ot the worst features ot 
our present methods of adjudicating 
trathe cases ts the lack of uniformity 
or predictability involved in that 
Thousands of independent, 


unconnected and unrelated courts pre 


proc Ess 


sided over by judges who usually 
spend only a part of their time on 
these problems create an impression 
that ts harmful to both 


trathe law 


extremely 
enforcement and to. the 
judicial system. Neighbors find them 
selves treated differently for identical 
offenses committed under similar con 
ditions, and citizens of the same state 
discover that the same law ts admin 
istered differently in other sections of 
the state. Certainty ts the basis of re 
spect for the law. It is also one ot 


Nothing 


enforce 


the essentials to deterrence 
is more destructive to law 
ment than the absence of predicta 
bility. Nor is anything more damag 
ing to the prestige of the judicial 
structure and the effectiveness of its 
acts. The statewide trafhce court with 
a single purpose and a unified com 
mand would furnish the solution to 


our present difficulties in this field 


6. While it is not contended that 
this one design will be effective or 
practical in all respects, it is felt that 
the basic plan of a single coordinated 
trafhe court for each state is sound 
Dependent upon the extent of the 
traffic problem and of traffic law en 
forcement, upon geographical factors 
such as distance and areas, and upon 
the character and type of offenders, 
the proposed plan would nevertheless 
stabilize and definitely 
judicial aspect of trathe law enforce 
ment. It would furnish specialized, 
available and impartial tribunals—less 
subject to political intereference or 
pressure—which could dispense pre 
dictable and uniform justice in a dig 


improve the 


nified manner 














TOPS 


IN TRAFFIC SAFETY 


By Ned H. Dearborn 


President of the National Safety Council 


P' NNSYLVANIA and WICHITA 
K ‘ heer cd 


nay named gran 

“ f n the 1950 National 

| Satety Contest conducted by th 
N Satety Council 

» oth states and i citics Wor 

1 or if th ontest i 


! ement in traf i 
) Wer oted y th 
\ ‘ 1 O84 tics } 
‘ s which 0 1 
1 f yf I hig 
t palities with poy ila 
000 and 10.000 wer 
the honor roll section of th 
ou through IYSO wit 
; talit 
| {ff rt i part of U 
N ‘ , ol Trath Sal ' 
\ i ) tute one of th 
\ Isticks OF traffic safety performas 
fk natio Intormation trom th 
cont t will be used is a basis tor 
th progress report of the 
Presid s Highway Safety Confer 
n 
Th nplete list of states and cities 
which wor ular awards in the 1950 
or illow 
. ( hin ‘ rom 
} 
N\ ( Aw t 
\ k 
STATES 


Eastern States 
First Place Massachusetts 
( » second or third place awards made 
Honorable Mention: New Jersey, 
Connecticut 


Southern States 
Arkansas 


First place 
mn third place awards made) 


No second 


Honorable Mention: Virginia, Tennessee, 


West Virginia 
Midwestern States 
Minnesota 
Oklahoma 
North Dakota 
Western States 


First place 
Second place 
Third place 
First place Washington 
Second place Utah 
(No third place award made) 

Largest States 
First place Pennsylvania 
(No second or third place awards made 


Honorable Mention: Ohio 


CITIES 


Group I (1,000,000 and over) 
Los Angeles, Calit 
Detroit, Mich 


(No third place award made) 


First place 


Second place 


Group Il (750,000- 1,000,000) 


First place San Francisco, Calit 
(No second or third place awards made) 


Honorable Mention: Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Washington, D. ¢ 
Group III (500,000-750,000) 
First place Minneapolis, Minn 
Pittsburgh, Pa 
Milwaukee, Wis 


Group IV (350,000-500,000) 


Second place 


Third place 


Denver, Colo 

Seattle, Wash 
Kansas City, Mo 
Group V_ (200,000-350,000) 
Syracuse, N. ¥ 
Rochester, N. Y 

Atlanta, Ga 


First place 
Second place 
Third place 


First place 
Second place 
Third place 
Group VI (100,000-200,000) 
Wichita, Kans 
Utica, N. ¥ 
South Bend, Ind 


Honorable Mention: Tampa, Fla., and 
Fort Wayne, Ind 


First place 
Second place 
Third place 


Group VII (50,000-100,000) 
San Jose, Calif 
Hammond, Ind. 
Winston-Salem, N. C, 
Honorable Mention: East Orange, N. J., 
Racine, Wis., and Brookline, Mass 


First place 
Second place 


Third place 


Group VIIL (25,000-50,000) 


First place Dubuque, la 
Shaker Heights, Ohio} ti 
Manitowoc, Wis, = 
(No third place award made) 


Honorable Mention: Nutley, N. J., 
and Belmont, Mass 


Second place 


Tucson, Ariz., 


Group EX (10,000-25,000) 
Stillwater, Okla 
Hornell, N. ¥ 


Hibbing, Minn, | 
Boone, la \ 


First place 


Second place 


Third place tie 


considered 
IN a Spec ial category. Richland, Wash 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., 


was voted an achievement award for 


Government cities were 
won first place 


the excellence of its accident records 
system 

For outstanding achievement among 
states in the various activity sections 
of the 
score for some states was not sufhcient 


contest (although the total 


to win a major award) the following 
iwards were voted 


ACCIDENT RECORDS: Eastern states, 
Connecticut; Southern states, Virginia; 
Midwestern states, Oklahoma and Min- 
nesota; Western states, Colorado and 
Washington; and among the largest 
states, Indiana and Michigan. 

DRIVER LICENSING: Eastern states, 
Massachusetts; Southern states, North 
Carolina; Midwestern states, Oklahoma; 
Western states, Washington; and among 
the largest states, Pennsylvenia 
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SCHOOL SAFETY Eastern states, 
Massachusetts; Southern states, Virginia: 
Midwestern states, Minnesota and Kansas; 
Western states, Washington; and among 
he largest states, Pennsylvania and New 
York. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION: Eastern 
states, Connecticut; Southern states, Vir- 
ginia; Midwestern states, Wisconsin, 
Oklahoma and Kansas; Western states, 
Colorado; and among the largest states, 
Ohio and California. 

SAFETY ORGANIZATION: Eastern 
states, Massachusetts and Connecticut; 
Southern states, Mississippi; Midwestern 
states, Minnesota; Western states, Utah 
and Colorado; and among the largest 
states, Ohio 


All eligible cities in Massachusetts 
(89 cities), Connecticut (43 cities), 
ind Mississippi (15 cities) partici 
pated in the 1950 contest. Accord- 
ingly, the states were voted city par 
ticipation achievement awards 


In addition to the foregoing awards 
recognition was given I1 states for 
their activities in periodic motor 
vehicle inspection, They were Massa 
chusetts, New Jersey, Delaware, Ver 


New Hampshire, Vir 
Mexico 


mont, Maine 
vinta, Colorado Utah New 


and Pennsylvania 


For outstanding achievement among 
cities in the various activity sections 
of the contest, although total score by 
some cities Was not sufficient to win 


4 major award 


ACCIDENT RECORDS 
Over 1,000,000 
750,000- 1,000,000 
$00,000-7 50,000 
350,000-500,000 
200,000-350,000 
100,000- 200,000 
§0,000- 100,000 
25,000-50,000 
10,000-25,000 


Los Angeles, Calif 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Jackson, Mich. 
Bloomington, Ind. 
Wilmette, II. 
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Over 1,000,000 Los Angeles, Calif 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Oakland, Calif. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Lansing, Mich 


750,000- 1,000,000 
$00,000-750,000 
3§0,000-500,000 
200,000- 450,000 
100,000-200,000 
§0,000- 100,000 
25,000-50,000 Appleton, Wis. 
| Peru, Ind. 


-25,000 ; 
cla | Hibbing, Minn 


PUBLIC INFORMATION 


Over 1,000,000 Detroit, Mich 


75§0,000-1 000,000 Cleveland, Ohio 
§00,000-7 50,000 \Piusburgh, Pa. 
‘ , (Minneapolis, Minn 


| Portland, Ore 
| Dallas, Tex. 
San Diego, Calif 
Wichita, Kans 
Lansing, Mich 


$50,000-500,000 


200,000-350,000 
100,000- 200,000 
§0,000- 100,000 

25,000-50,000 Dubuque, Ia 


Hornell, N. ¥ 


10,000- 25,000 


Judging the National Traffic Safety Contest from the entries received in the Annual 
Inventory of Traffic Safety Activities was no mean task, but this board of judges took 
it in stride. From left are: Harry Porter, Jr., Institute of Traffic Engineers; Gene Parks, 
committee secretary; Norman Damon, vice president of the Automotive Safety Founda- 
tion; Robert E. Raleigh, director of field service, traffic division, International Associa- 
tion of Chiefs of Police; Thomas H. MacDonald, commissioner of the U. S. Bureau of 
Public Roads, contest chairman; Hal H. Hale, executive secretary of the American 
Association of State Highway Officials; Earl W. Merritt, first vice president of the 


American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators; and L. E. 


Wallace, assistant 


to the president of the National Safety Council. 
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SAFETY ORGANIZATION 
\ Detroit, Mich. 
tLos Angeles, Calif. 


Cleveland, Ohio 

\ Milwaukee, Wis. 
| Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dallas, Tex. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Wichita, Kans. 
Lansing, Mich. 
Dubuque, Ia. 
Janesville, Wis. 


Over 1,000,000 
750,000- 1,000,000 
500,000-750,000 


350,000- 500,000 
200,000- 350,000 
100,000-200,000 
§0,000- 100,000 
25,000-50,000 
10,000-25,000 


In addition, recognition was ac- 
corded 26 cities for their trathe ordi 
nances. They were Chicago, IL; 
Washington, D. C.; Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Dallas, Tex.; Atlanta, Ga.; Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Tampa, Fla.; Ft 
Wayne, Ind.; Duluth, Minn.; Wichita, 
Kans.; Columbia, S. C.; Fresno, Calif.; 
Green Bay, Wis.; Boise, Ida.; Green- 
ville, Miss.; Hamtramck, Mich.; Mani 
towoc, Wis.; Tucson, Ariz.; Xenia, 
Ohio; Wooster, Ohio; Whiting, Ind.; 
Vincennes, Ind.; Stillwater, Okla.; 
Peru, Ind.; Hornell, N. Y.; and 
Bristol, Va 

Other special awards included an 
honor roll of 142 cities of more than 
10,000 population which completed 
1950 without a trafhc death. The 
largest of these was Brookline, Mass 
(57,000); second largest, Berwyn, Ill 
(51,200). , 

The grand award for Pennsylvania 
was the first for that state. Wichita 
had won the grand award once before 


Contest rules provide that the na- 
tional grand awards shall go to the 
state and city which, in the opinion 
of the judges, came nearest to doing 
the most that could be done prac 
ticably for trathe safety. The contest 
is scored on the basis of 1,000 points 
divided between the actual traffic death 
record and the traffic safety program 

Judges of the contest were Thomas 
H. MacDonald, commissioner of the 
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, chair- 
man; Norman Damon, vice-president 
of the Automotive Safety Foundation; 
Hal H. Hale, executive secretary of 
the American Association of State 
Highway Officials; Dr. John Stude- 
baker, chairman of the National Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety; Earl W 
Merritt, vice-president of the Ameri- 
can Association of Motor Vehicle Ad- 
ministrators; Joseph J. Cavanagh, ex- 
ecutive <ingueitial of the Chicago 
Motor Club and representing the 
American Automobile Association 
Robert E. Raleigh, director of field 
service, traffic division, International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, and 
Leslie J. Sorenson, chairman of the 
Chicago Street Traffic Commission 











School bus workshop provides practical 
training for those charged with provid- 
ing safe and economical school bus 








transportation, 





TRAFFIC ON THE CAMPUS 


gee E administrators, school 

safety council managers, 
motor fleet dngi- 
neers, persons who work with chemi 


teachers 
supervisors, trathc 


cal tests and others in the field of 
trathic safety will be campus bound, 
just about the time that this copy of 
PuBLiCc SAFETY 
hands 


comes into your 


The occasion will be the Summer 
Institute for Trafhc Training at the 
Traffic Institute, Northwestern Uni 
versity, Evanston, IIL, June 18 to July 
»7 inclusive 
Nine one-week courses and semi 
nars for men and women whose every 
day jobs have to do with the preven 


tion of accidents and the relief of 
trathc congestion will be offered at 


the annual Summer Institute 


Three of the courses will be held 
in June, the other six being slated for 
the month of July 

First on the list in the June series 
is the course for technicians and other 
persons from police, health and medi 
cal departments who may be called 
upon to determine degree of intoxi 
Chemical Tests 
Intoxication—will run 


cation. The course 
to Determine 

trom June 18 to 23, the fee is $40 
Courses will be conducted by the 
Trathc Institute. Dr. Clarence W 
Muehlberger, toxicologist of the Stat« 
of Michigan, and Lt. Robert | 
Borkenstein, chief technician of the 
Indiana State Police 


Courses in pedestrian protection and 


motor vehicle fleet supervision are 
slated for the week of June 25-29 
The course in pedestrian protection is 
open to police officers and others con 
cerned with the pedestrian proplem. 
Claud R. McCamment, of the Amer 
can Automobile Association, will con- 
duct the course which will explore 


techniques which have proved success- 


ful in reducing accidents and injuries 
to pedestrians. The fee is $20 

The seventh annual accident pre- 
vention course for motor vehicle fleet 
Supervisors 1s open to representatives 
of all types and sizes of commercial 
vehicle fleets 
meet the needs of owners, operators, 
supervisors, safety engineers, training 
or personnel directors and others re- 
sponsible for fleet safety programs 


It has been designed to 


As W. C. Fields used to say, after examining the contents of his capacious pockets, 


“What have we here? Oh yes, a check for a small beer.” 


This may look like a 


scene from Your Town's favorite bar room, but it’s really a laboratory scene from 





last year’s course on Chemical Tests to Determine Intoxication. 
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Francis P. Lowrey, of the NUTI's 
Training Division, and Paul H. Co 
urn, director of the National Safety 
Council's Motor Transportation Bu- 
eau, will be the course coordinators 

Instructors in the fleet course will 
include: B. D. Danchik, of Danchik 
Consultants, Inc., Chicago; James 
Stannard Baker, director of research, 
the Trafhe Institute; E. J. Emond, di- 
rector of automotive safety, Armour 
& Company; A. E. Nichols, director 
of safety and personnel, the Willett 
Company, Chicago; Robert Rourke, 
Training and Education School, Inter- 
national Harvester Company, and 
Elmer Scheumann, director of safety, 
United Motor Coach Lines, Des- 
plaines, Ill 

The course 1s sponsored by the Na- 
tional Advisory Committee for Fleet 
Supervisory Training. Fee is $40. 

Three courses will be conducted on 
the Evanston Campus of the Trafhx 
Institute during the week of July 9-13 
They include a Workshop on School 
Bus Transportation, a Driver Educa- 
tion Course for High School Teachers, 
and Supervisory Police Officer Train 
ing Course. 

The driver education course for 
high school teachers will be conducted 
under the joint direction of the 
American Automobile Association and 
the New York University Center for 
Safety Education 

This non-credit course is open to 
high school driver education instruc 
tors and administrators, both those 


Seminar on Traffic Engineering is a ‘must’, for engineers or 
other traffic safety technicians who would widen their hori- 
zons in the field of traffic control and accident prevention. 
Henry A. Haugh, Jr., research engineer, Automatic Signal 
Corp., lectures, as George Barton, course director, looks on. 
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planning to offer driver education and 
training courses and those who wish 
to refresh their knowledge and learn 
the newest techniques. Registration 
fee for the course is $25. 

The workshop on school bus trans- 
portation will be under the direction 
of the Traffic Institute. Glenn Car- 
michael is NUTI staff representative 
for both the workshop and driver edu- 
cation courses. Paul Bernd, Detroit 
School System, and Lt. O. B. Patter- 


son, safety education coordinator, 


Oklahoma Highway Patrol, will guide 
bus workshop discussions. 


Registration fee is $25 

Police officers who have supervisory 
responsibilities will find that the train 
ing course available to them will em- 
phasize subjects which will help them 
to understand human relations better 
and to develop increased effectiveness 
in dealing with the individual officer 
and groups of officers. Gerald O'Con 
nell, NUTI director of training, will 
conduct the course. He will be aided 
by Dr. Albert A. Canfield, of the 
Northwestern University psychology 
department. Fee is $40 


Two courses will be presented dur 
ing the week of July 16-20. A spe 
cialized course in public education for 
trathc safety will be conducted by the 
National Safety with Bob 
Shinn, secretary of the Council's Pub 
lic Satety 
charge. The course is designed for 
persons who do public relations work 
for state and city police departments, 


Council, 


Education Committee, in 


stressed 


her car during parallel tests. 
Evanston course at NUTI July 9 to 13 


safety councils, and other govern 
mental agencies concerned with tratt« 
control and accident prevention prob 
lems. Representatives from news- 
papers, radio and television stations, 
and advertising agencies will be guest 


speakers during the course. Fee is $30 


A Seminar in Trathe Engineering 
will present the second opportunity 
for topflight training. George W 
Barton, engineering director of Asso- 
ciated Consultants, Evanston, Ill., and 
consulting engineer to the Trathc In 
stitute, will coordinate the seminar 
Fee is $50. Editor's Note: The editor 
of PuBLIC SAFETY attended the Semi 
nar last year and came away con 
vinced that traffic engineers, especially 
those in charge of departments, or 
engaged in consulting work, will find 
these sessions invaluable in enlarging 
their horizons 


Accident records and their uses will 
be the ninth course of the Summer 
Institute July 23-27. This course, 
for city, county and state personnel 
who work with traffic records, will be 
directed by David M. Baldwin, direc 
tor, Trathc and Transportation Divi 
sion of the National Satety Council 

It will provide training in the tech 
niques and principles of collecting and 
processing accident data for efhcient 
utlization of the facts in accident pre 
vention work. Fee is $30. 

Further information about the Sum 
mer Institute may be obtained by 
writing to the Traffic Institute, 1704 
Judson Avenue, Evanston, III 


Stucents attending the driver training course get a practical “third 
degree” in which methods of inculcating safety techniques are 
Here, instructors check student’s proficiency in parking 


High school teachers will attend 

















AMBASSADORS OF SAFE 


{ good citizen and good neigh 
bor characteristics of a commercial 
or industrial enterprise are reflected 
to a very great extent in the attitude 
of the employee toward the employer 
ind the attitudes of both toward the 
publi mn 

Good employer-employee relations 
go hand in hand with good public 
and if the employee ts to 
maintain or enhance the reputation of 
his company in the community he 
must be made to feel that he ts an 
important member of the team 


relations 


This may best be accomplished by 
informing him fairly and fully of 
company policies and activities. If we 
would have our employees help us to 
meet and overcome the problems that 
contront us, we must inform them 
concerning those problems 

An employee invests his labor and 
his future in our business, hence he 
is just as much interested in the se 
curity of his investment as are our 
owners who invest their capital. Fur 
thermore, he is equally entitled to an 
accurate report on the condition ot 
his investment 

The physical plant may be im 
proved, altered or rebuilt to meet 








Abstract of address made by the author 
cial Vehicle Session, Greater 
yuncil’s 2ist Annual Safety 

Exposition, April 4, 1951 


By Joseph M. Shanaphy, Manager, Safety Department, Railway Express 
Agency, and Chairman, Eastern Region, NSC Commercial Vehicle Section 


changing requirements but if friendly 
and honest employee relations are not 
created and constantly maintained the 
enterprise will not be successful 

The responsibility for friendly em- 
ployee relations cannot be lodged in 
any one department it must be 
shared by every supervisory representa 
tive of the employer. The personnel 
department, however, is the ideal 
medium to counsel and advise all 
others, and to devise and direct effec 
tive measures to foster and develop 
harmonious relations. Devoting its 
time entirely to personnel problems, 
including this one, it promotes under- 
standing and cooperation by fully dis- 
closing the facts concerning the busi- 
ness and its problems so that the em 
ployee understands the need for con 
templated measures to be taken. Being 
well informed he is not suspicious of 
management's motives. Only thus can 
the loyalty and interest of employees 
be secured and retained 

In discussing the driver and_ his 
problems as they relate to public rela 
tions, I always think in terms of Rail- 
way Express drivers. I have been in 
the service of my company quite a 
long time and over the years I believe 
I have learned something of express 
driver problems. In fact, before the 
motor truck came into common use, 





I drove a team in the express business. 
We have 15,000 drivers among the 
53,000 people on our payroll and | 
believe it may safely be said that most 
of their problems are the common 
problems of a vast majority of com 
mercial drivers. 

Isn't at true that the driver of a 
commercial vehicle is the number one 
ambassador of good will? Certainly 
this is true of Railway Express drivers, 
if for no other reason than that they 
come into contact with the public 
more frequently than any other single 
class of employee. The driver is the 
front-line salesman, the day-by-day 
contact man. He is the man who must 
get the business and, at the same time, 
take complaints about service failures 
(some real and some fancied) over 
most of which he would have no 
control in the first place. 

The shipper and receiver—in other 
words the public upon whom the 
driver and his company depend for 
their livelihood—know that he lacks 
this control but to them he is “the 
company.” As a rule he is popular 
because he has a ready smile; he’s 
helpful; he’s earnest and honestly in- 
terested in his customers’ needs. He 
knows his business and thinks his 
company has the finest service or the 
finest product in the world 
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The average driver of a commercial 
vehicle is a courteous chap, a run-of- 
the-mine American, even as you and I 
He is instinctively cleanly in his per 
sonal habits and possesses the very 
human trait of wanting to make a 
good impression. If he works for a 
carrier, an organization with nothing 
to sell but service, he realizes that the 
success of his employer and his own 
success are to some extent influenced 
by the impression he makes upon his 
customers. 

Without thinking much about pub 
lic relations as such, by the very nature 
of things he instinctively does that 
which promotes good public relations 
Perhaps no words of mine could as 
clearly portray what I have in mind 
as the words of an express driver in 
Oklahoma City, who expressed his 
views as follows: 


To the customers I serve, I am 


ND GOO 


Railway Express 
ceivers are judging our entire service 
by what they think of my own per- 
sonal actions and _ attitudes and 


My shippers and re 


no one else's 


"There isn't anybody else, for most 
of my customers. I’m the only mem 
ber of Express they do business with, 
and I always will be--either myself, 
or some vehicleman like myself 


“Realizing that—as I suddenly did, 
the other day—-made me stop and 
think. If I don’t put up a good ap 
pearance, what will my public think 
of Railway Express! If I don't go 
after all the traffic I can possibly get, 
who will? 


“During my eight years as vehicle 
man, I've never had a more surprising 

yet obvious—discovery come to me 
To the shippers and consignees along 
my route, I’m more than the express- 
man. I'm all they will ever know first- 
hand of the Railway Express Agency 
itself.” 

Insofar as the Railway Express driver 
is concerned his public relations prob 
lems, though basically unchanged, will 
vary in detail depending on the size 
of the city or town in which he is 
employed. In the large cities his day 
by-day performance will be confined 
to certain business districts or to cer- 
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tain residential areas, as the case may 
be. In the smaller cities and towns the 
variety of his contacts will be consid- 
erably greater. 

As he loads his vehicle in the morn 
ing, he is quite likely to find such 
items as a consignment of women's 
garments for the local department 
store, already advertised for sale as of 
that day or the next day; a can of film 
to be shown at a local moving picture 
theatre that afternoon; a barrel of 
lobsters for the hotel kitchen, already 
on the dining room menu for dinner 
that evening; and a little boy’s pet 
puppy, just coming home from the 
place where his master had been vaca- 
tioning 

In the delivery of three of these 
items, the garments, the film and the 
lobsters, there is a certain time limit 
involvement. The puppy, of course, 
must be stowed in the load and han- 


WILL 


dled throughout so that he is delivered 
into the arms of the little boy without 
harm and resultant heartbreak 


Though the basic principles of good 
public relations remain unchanged 
there are minor differences in the ap 
proach or techniques in each of these 
cases but without bothering to think 
about them the well dispositioned 
driver meets them all in his stride. 


The reaction to a good driver atti 
tude from the standpoint of public 
relations is not always discernible to 
the naked eye except in your income 
figures, I have in mind that, while a 
bad driver attitude will result in 
squawks as well as a loss of business, 
people are quite likely to take the 
good service for granted 
this is not always the case. 


However, 


Perhaps the most unusual tribute 
ever paid to a Railway Express driver, 
a man who had previously been ac- 
claimed and honored as “‘the best- 
liked citizen’’ of a Texas town of 
12,000 people, was accorded to him 
when he died at the age of 45. In 
a spontaneous and sincere tribute to a 
man who was known personally to 
hundreds of the citizens, the leading 
merchants and civic organizations of 
the community met and planned and 
erected a monument to his memory 


A local newspaper, in recording his 
death said of him in part that he 
'. . . lived the abundant life. Possessed 
of indefatigable physical energies he 
was a dynamo of assistance to man- 
kind and a living symbol of unselfish 
service to others.” 


Another instance of good driver- 
public relations I like to think of is 
that of a New York City express 
driver who was retired on pension 
after many years of faithful service 
One of the customers he had served 
long and well was the Bulova Watch 
Co., and when we placed him on our 
pension roll they put him on the pen- 
sion roll of their company. They took 
the position that during all the years 
he had served them; while building 
Railway Express, he was at the same 
time building the Bulova Watch Co 
and they felt he had earned a place 
on their pension roll, too 


No discussion of public relations 
from the driver's standpoint is com- 
plete without mention of safety—acci- 
dent prevention—as a very important 
contributing factor. 

The driver's first consideration must 
be the condition of his vehicle when 
he reports for his tour of duty. By 
close inspection he must assure him- 
self, before he leaves the garage, that 
his brakes, windshield wiper, horn, 
lights, etc., are all in good working 
condition. He does not do this with 
public relations in mind. He does it 
because he knows the truck he drives 
may easily become a vehicle of destruc- 
tion. If it is not in good working 
order in every respect, it is a menace 
to life and limb, his own included, 
and to the property of others. The 
driver knows this very well and by 
close examination he tries to insure 
himself and others against accident 
and injury attributable to a piece of 
equipment which may be defective in 
any way 

Now, having loaded his vehicle, he 
is on his way—and on his own. If 
he is a good driver, then he, instinc 
tively, brings into play all of the prin- 
ciples of defensive driving. The driver 
knows them by experience and as a 
result of the constant training which 
has been given him. Again, he may 
not be conscious of public relations 
values at all. But, if he is a profes- 
sional driver, proud of his profession, 
the end result will be good publi 
relations. 

Sometimes you will find good public 
relations in an incident which, per 
haps, should not have occurred. In a 
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WANT my mama! I want my mama!” The pite 

ous wail of a crippled child struck down by a 
speeding motorist leaped from the airwaves to jolt the 
minds and sear the hearts of thousands of Wichitans 
listening to the radio in their homes, their cars, their 
places of business 


They were not at the accident scene, but they felt 


they were. They were not at fault, but they felt guilty 


Wichitans take their public safety plenty seriously, 
ind they knew the stricken child was no copywriter’s 
dream 


He was a real child, struck down by a real car 
ind his need for his mama was not fictional. Wire 
ordings taken at the scene of accidents in Wichita 
ire just one of many techniques used in keeping the 
safety theme fresh in the minds of citizens 


> 


In this city where 27 people died in trathc smashes 
in 1930, and where cattle had the right-of-way on the 
main drag until 1935, public safety is today a crusade 


That's maybe one of the reasons Wichita has been 


Mayor Floyd Amsden of Wichita receives award from 
Kansas Governor Ed Arn (holding plaque). From left: 
City Commissioner Wm. Salome, Captain Gunsullus, 
George Fisher, the Mayor and Governor, Lt. Clark, City 
Commissioner Russell Jump, Sgt. Hannon, City Commis- 
sioner Walt Keeler and City Manager Monty Jones. 


Accidents were reduced 85 per cent at this corner. Among 
the more important developments of the decade in the 
field of traffic safety in Wichita is closer attention to the 
movement of traffic. The accent has been on traffic con- 
trol. Left-turn lights have been installed at intersections 


like the one pictured at left. 


able to win the National Safety Council's Grand Award 
for trathe safety TWICE, first in 1945 and again for 
1950. 

The telegram from Ned Dearborn, president of the 
National Safety Council, follows 


‘Wichita was awarded first place in its population 
group and grand awed winner in 1950 national trafhc 
safety contest. Judges also voted two awards for out- 


standing achievement in public information and safety 
organization.” The telegram, dated April 26, 1951, was 
addressed to Sergt. Floyd B. Hannon, director of safety 
education for the Wichita police department 

Wichita set a number of safety marks in 1950 

For one thing, the city passed 242 consecutive days 
without a trathe fatality, a near record. The lone city 
to beat this record is Hartford, Conn., which recorded 
259 deathless days in 1948. 

Wichita also completed in 1950 a total of 366 con 
secutive days without a pedestrian fatality 


With only six ofhcial trathc fatalities recorded for 
the year, Wichita set itself a real mark to shoot at. This 


An aerial view of Wichita’s downtown area shows parallel 
parking prevalent on all thoroughfares. Angle parking 
has been eliminated to allow freer movement of traffic. 
Off-street parking has provided terminal facilities for 
shoppers, and mass transit has been free to serve the public. 











By Paul E. Dannelley 


was the city’s lowest number of traffic fatalities in 21 
years. The lowest number prior to 1950 was seven in 
1945. 

Wichita business, civic and government leaders were 
mightily enthusiastic over the trathc marks which won 
nationwide acclaim for the city the second time in six 
years 

Pleased at the credit accorded by Ned Dearborn to 
the Wichita Beacon-Police Department annual “Safety 
Holiday,’ Max M. Levand, president and general man- 
ager of the Wsehita Beacon Publishing company, spoke 
highly of Wichita’s trathc record. “We believe the 
‘Safety Holiday Parade’ sponsored by the Wschita 
Beacon and the Police Department has done more for 
the sake of safety in Wichita and Kansas than any other 

Next Page 


Sgt. Floyd B. Hannon, director of safety educa- 
tion for the Wichita Police Department, makes 
“on-the-spot” recordings at the scene of an acci- 
dent, which later will be broadcast over radio 
stations. Note child’s wagon fitted up with 
recording equipment. 
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Photo at top: Floats for the annual Safety Day parade are 
enthusiastically entered by most schools of the city and 
county, by civic clubs, and commercial and industrial 
organizations; Center photo: Wichita Driver Training Car 
is available to all high school students in the city. Driver 
education program was launched in Wichita high schools 
in 1948. This year 600 students enrolled in the course. 
Photo immediately above: Junior Traffic Safety Patrol 
goes all-out to safeguard Wichita school children. So 
effective has been the work of the schoolboy “cops” that 
not a single injury accident has occurred at a patrolled 
school intersection since the JTSP was established in 1927 





WICHITA 


safety idea originated anywhere,” he 
said It brings in every member of 
the family and makes them safety- 
We would like to recom 
mend it for every city, town and 
hamlet in the United States.’ 

A reduced trafhc fatality rate in 
the face of general increases elsewhere 
in Kansas and the United States is 
considered an important item by Police 
Chief George Shepherd. ‘Much of 
the increase nation § is 
ascribed to a rise in the number of 
miles traveled by vehicles,” Shepherd 
said However, here in Wichita we 
have succeeded in reducing fatalities 
in spite of our increased and ex 
tremely heavy trath 


conscious 


across the 


Shepherd pointed out that Wichita 
is the top city in the nation in per 
capita vehicle ownership. There is 
approximately one motor vehicle to 
every three citizens. The same average 
holds throughout Sedgwick county, 
which has well over 90,000 trucks and 
autos, most of which operate within 
the city 

Every year except one since the be 
ginning of 1942 has shown periods 
of more than 100 days with no traffic 
fatalities. The exception was in 1949 
when the record dropped to 79 days 

Mayor Floyd Amsden commended 
the National Safety Council for mak- 
ing annual awards wh‘ch increase the 
public awareness of the need for safe 
driving. He also congratulated the 
Wichita police department, the city’s 
trathc engineering people, and mo- 
torists of Wichita on winning the 
award The wonderful thing in 
winning this award is that some peo- 
ple walking the streets of Wichita 
today would not be here had our re 
ord been less favorable 

City Manager Monty Jones was 
especially appreciative in his remarks 
concerning newspapers, radio stations, 
civic clubs, schools, the Chamber of 
Commerce and other organizations 
which help to spread the safety story 
constantly to Wichita people 

Trathc engineer George J. Fisher 
said that achieving an excellent traffic 
safety record in the face of fantastic 
increases in street trathc is proof of 
good driving habits on the part of 
the majority of Wichita drivers 

Not all tis bright on the Wichita 


At right: A Safety Legion 
Club, organized by the police 
department and sponsored by 
Kansas Gas & Electric, packs 
Wichita theater with boys and 
girls every Saturday morning. 
Legion members report out- 
standing achievements, finals 
of all safety contests; stage 
performers entertain, and po- 
lice officials give demonstra- 
tions on safety. All this is 
followed by movie. 


scene, however. Both Fisher and 
Capt. Floyd Gunsaullus, head of the 
police department's traffic division, 
pointed with some alarm to a sharp 
rise in the number of traffic accidents 

Lieut. Bernard Clark of the trafhx 
division computed the rise for the 
month of April, 1951, at “about 60 
per cent 

A part of the rise ts occasioned by 
increased emphasis on reporting all 
accidents, no matter how small. But 
a part of it, too, is brought about by 
increased accident experience. 

But fatalities still stay low, and 
that’s a fact that can’t be ‘laughed otf 

How did Wichita get where it is 
today from the standpoint of safety? 

Dozens of things contributed. Sergt 
Hannon's wire recordings, his news 
releases and his radio programs have 
been most effective these past years 
The Council recognized this in voting 
an award for outstanding achievement 
in public information. 


But that’s just a start. Radio Sta 
tion KFH and the police department 
sponsor an annual “Gold Star” driver 
program, in which motorists submit 
voluntarily to safety checks on their 
cars. Many Wichita garages have 
safety checkers prominently displayed 
with safety posters nearby. 

Probably the best way to describe 
the development of the whole set-up 


Photo at left: Bicycle 
clubs and safety instruc 
tion create an awareness 
of safety in Wichita’s 
younger school children 
Shown here with Capt 
Floyd Gunsullus, of the 
Trafic Department, are 
students with bicycles 
decorated for a_ bicycle 
parade. 


is to call it a long-range program of 
safety education and trathc control. 

It has paid off, and how! 

Wichita was not always sanctuary 
for the pedestrian, nor was it particu 
larly safe for the motorist 

In 1930, Wichita’s population was 
about a third what it is now. Yet that 
year 27 Wichitans died in trath« 
smashes 

Accident experience continued high 
until the middle thirties 

In those days one highly successful 
program was in its infancy. In 1927, 
a speeding car struck down and killed 
a boy in front of Carleton school, now 
the Board of Education building in 
Wichita 

Everybody suddenly woke up to the 
fact that the motor age was here and 
safeguards for school children would 
have to be worked out. 

This marked the start of Wichita’s 
Junior Traffic Safety Patrol, which has 
been ably guided the past decade by 
Sergt. Elmer Million. 

So effective has the work of the 
schoolboy ‘‘cops’’ been that there has 
not been a fatality or a single serious 
injury accident at a patrolled school 
intersection since the tragedy in 1927. 
The JTSP record continues without 
blemish to and including the present. 

Along about the middle thirties, 
Wichita started bearing down on 
trathe accidents 

To Page 38 
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Name Sl 


'P'WO radio stations, one television 

station, one non-commercial edu- 
cational radio station, three radio ad- 
vertisers, one television advertiser and 
one network have been named by the 
National Safety Council as recipients 
of the Alfred P. Sloan Radio Award 
for Highway Safety in 1950. 

The awards are offered annually for 
sustaining and commercial activities in 
four categories national or regional 
radio networks, networks 
and stations, regional or clear chan- 
nel stations, and local radio stations. 
In addition a sustaining award is 
offered in the non-commercial educa- 
tional station category. Administered 
by the National Safety Council, the 
Sloan awards were established to en- 
courage the broadcasting industry to 
increase its support of accident prev en 
tion and to best annual 
performances. 


Station WNAR, Norristown, Pa., 
received the award in the local sustain 
ing classification for its more than 
7,000 spot announcements on safety 
and for its highly safety 
which 28,000 


television 


recognize 


successful 
slogan contest, drew 
entries. 

The C. W. Kelley Transport Co., 
Hutchison, Kans., was honored for its 
Kelley's Safe-T Club” program as 
broadcast over station KWHK in that 
city 

Station WWJ-AM and FM, De- 
troit, Mich., was voted an award for 
a very effective and sustained series 
of announcements and programs 

The Plymouth Dealers of Greater 
Detroit were cited for sponsoring 
Listen and Live,’ a daily WWJ pro- 
gram designed to keep motorist and 
pedestrians aware of the need for 
extra care on the streets and highways. 

Television station WNBW, Wash- 
ington, D. C., received the award in 
the television sustaining category for 
its program, “Circle Four Roundup,” 
which enrolled 25,000 members in 
the ‘Round-up Rangers Safety Club.” 

Station WUOT-FM, Knoxville, 
Tenn., was selected as winner of the 
non-commercial educational award for 
a 13-week program series entitled 
Court of Public Safety,’ which was 
later recorded and distributed to eight 
commercial stations throughout Ten 


nessee 
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oan Award Winners 


The National Broadcasting Com- 
pany was named for its exceptional 
service to safety in broadcasting six 
“Green Cross Song Festival” programs 
as a pilot series for the current 1951 
‘Festival’’ broadcasts, such special 
programs as ‘Death Takes No Holi- 
day,” and for its Labor Day series of 
network spot announcements 


Maxwell House Coffee, a division 
of General Foods, Inc., was selected 
in the national and regional network 
commercial category for its sponsor- 
ship of ‘Father Knows Best,’’ a radio 
program which brought a pledge of 
safe driving to millions of young 
people through its ‘‘Man-to-Man” and 
Dad - to - Daughter’ written 
ments 


agree 


The Local Chevrolet Dealers As- 
sociation won the award in the tele 
vision network commercial category 
for its exceptional service to safety 
in producing and sponsoring two film- 
cartoon safety commercials and one 
live commercial, entitled “The Other 
Fellow,”’ for network use. 

No awards were given in the tele- 
vision station commercial or network 
sustaining categories 


A special jury of leaders in safety, 
education and selected 


Members of the jury 


broadcasting 
the winners 


were: Ned H. Dearborn, president, 
National Safety Council; Dr. John W. 
Studebaker, chairman, National Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety; Mrs. Hiram 
Cole Houghton, president, General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs; H. 
Elmer Marsh, Vermont state commis- 
sioner of motor vehicles, and presi- 
dent, American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators; Kenneth G. 
Bartlett, dean of the University Col- 
lege and director of the Radio Work- 
shop, Syracuse University; and George 
Jennings, director of radio for the 
Chicago Board of Education and for 
mer president of the Association for 
Education by Radio 


Dr. Studebaker could not attend the 
judging, and two of the members of 
the jury appointed representatives to 
act for them. Mrs. Houghton was 
represented by Mrs. K. L. Kleinpell, 
chairman, Youth Conservation, Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
and Mr. Marsh was represented by 
Earl W. Merritt, first vice-president of 
the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators 

Mr. Dearborn, who acted as chair 
man of the jury, praised the Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation for establishing the 
radio highway awards and said there 
was no doubt of the stimulating effect 
of the project. 


Leaders in safety, education and broadcasting gathered at National Safety Council head- 


quarters May 4 to select winners of the 


Alfred 


P. Sloan Radio Award for Highway 


Safety for 1950. From left, clockwise, are: Mrs. K. L. Kleinpell, chairman, Youth Con- 
servation, General Federation of Women’s Club's; George Jennings, director of radio 
for the Chicago Board of Education and former president of the Associatioa for Educa- 
tion by Radio; Ned H. Dearborn, president of the Council, who served as chairman; 
Dr. Kenneth G. Bartlett, dean of the University College and director of the Radio 
Workshop, Syracuse University; and Earl W. Merritt, first vice president, American 


Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators. 











MERICANS pay dearly for their independence 
4 It cost 4,044 lives to buy it in the Revolution, about 

9,000 lives, including the Korean war dead, to preserve 
it—-and 793 lives to celebrate it last July, 4th alone! 

That ironic fact underlines the National Safety Coun- 
cil’s campaign to reduce accidents, especially on the nation’s 
highways, this Fourth—-the day which commemorates this 
victorious struggle for independence 

The campaign seeks to prevent accidents of every kind, 
but it recognizes trath mishaps as the major hazard of 
America’s holidays. The campaign guns are aimed at two 
principal objectives 

1. Convincing the public that holidays are hazard days, 
and that the trathe volume and other extra hazards make 
extra caution imperative 

Better public understanding of the dangers and bet 
ter acceptance of the rigorous enforcement efforts by states 
ind cities to control the reckless and inconsiderate minority 

The record high for Fourth of July tolls was set last 
year when the holiday fell on Tuesday, providing a four- 
day weekend. Trathc accidents alone took 491 lives, and 
other miscellaneous accidents, such as drowning and fire, 
402 

Phe calendar will save lives this year, the Council points 
out, since the Fourth falls in mid-week and brings only 








a one-day holiday for most persons, but even so it will 
bring tragedy to many unless caution and common-sense 
rules of behavior are followed. The traffic accident death 
toll so far this year is up 10 per cent, and that upward 
trend, plus the heavy travel and recreational activity of a 
holiday, still keeps the Fourth on the nation’s danger day 
list. 

With traffic deaths approaching the 1,000,000 mark, the 
high-hazard period of the Fourth of July celebration is a 
good time for every motorist to pledge that he won't be 
one in a million, said Ned H. Dearborn, president of the 
Council. 

Four rules that may help the nation to have a safer and 
saner Fourth are listed by the Council 

1. Start your trip early enough so that you won't have 
to hurry 

2. Be patient in heavy trathc. Don’t let annoyance 
make you take chances 

3. Leave fireworks alone. Instead, take the children to 
a supervised public display 

i. Be careful in recreation, especially in swimming and 
boating. 

State and city public officials and 160 national organiza 
tions are cooperating in the nationwide campaign to reduce 
holiday accidents 
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 lgaltesdae from Chapters and Councils indicate that 
regional conferences held this Spring have been well 
received by large audiences in many parts of the country, 
and that programs have been up to a high standard. The 
Greater New York Safety Council reports that its recent 
Conference and Exposition was ‘the best ever.’ Approxt- 
mately 2,000 persons attended the 30th Annual Massa 
chusetts Safety Conference. The 17th Annual Conference 
sponsored by the West Virginia Safety Council, Inc., and 
cooperating agencies, drew its largest attendance. Ap 
proximately 3,000 attended the Central States Conference 
held in Kansas City’s Municipal Auditorium where Ned 
H. Dearborn was the keynote speaker on opening day 
The Connecticut Safety Society held its Sixth Annual Safety 
Conference at Bridgeport, with special emphasis on plant 
protection and civilian defense. The Northeastern Indiana 
Conference, sponsored by the Safety Division of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Fort Wayne and cooperating 
groups, also pointed its programs toward civilian defense 
and wartime plant security. All indications point to a 
record attendance at the big Midwest Safety Show and 
Civilian Defense Conference to be held in Chicago June 
1-7 with headquarters at the Congress Hotel. The Fifth 
Annual Cook County Traffic Safety Conference will be 
held on Wednesday, June 6, as part of the Midwest 
gathering. 


“Driver of the Month” 

Eastbay and San Francisco Chapters of the NSC are 
joint sponsors with the Truck Owners Association of Calt- 
fornia and other interested groups in a new monthly 
award project to find and honor ‘The Northern California 
Driver of the Month.” Awards will be based on informa 
tion provided by witnesses to one or more of the follow 
ing: outstanding acts of heroism and life saving on the 
highway; outstanding acts of courtesy while driving; ex- 
ceptional contributions to highway safety; and long records 
of courteous and safe driving 


New ‘Festival’? Cities 

The Green Cross Festival series of weekly musical pro 
grams by a cappella choirs in NSC Chapter cities, has been 
continued for four weeks with the following cities added 
to the network: Wilmington, Del., May 26; Spokane, 
Wash., June 2; San Francisco, Calif., June 9, and Okla 
homa City, Okla., June 16. Nearly 100 stations are now 
carrying the program. This fine musical series is attracting 
highly favorable commendation from radio fans every 
where. 


Moore Leaves Safety Field 
William J. Moore, managing director of the Santa Clara 
Chapter, NSC, for the past two years, has resigned his 
Council duties to become general manager of the Placer 
Gas Company at Auburn, Calif. The company is distribu 
tor of butane gas and butane appliances in the area from 
Placer to Tahoe in the High Sierra country. Bill was 
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H ERE are two old campaigners extending congratulations to 
a third, E. Ross Farra (center) on the occasion of the 
oliservance of his 50th wedding anniversary at Grand Rapids, 
Mich., on April 28. Earl F. Campbell, NSC director of the 
Field Organization, is the smiling gentleman on the left and 
your columnist, Tom A. Burke, wears the right-hand grin. 
Fifteen members of the Farra family, sons and daughters, grand- 
children and one great grandchild, with more than 100 other 
friends, helped make the observance a joyous occasion for Mr. 
and Mrs. Farra. Ross has been manager of the Grand Rapids 
Safety Council for nearly a quarter of a century. He is a 
pioneer in community safety work and began his career in 
accident prevention as an industrial safety engineer. Mr. and 
Mrs. Farra received many warm congratulatory messages from 
safety friends throughout the country. 


honored with a testimonial dinner recently by the Board 
of Directors of the Chapter. His successor has not yet 
been announced 


New Organizations 


The NSC Field Organization staff is currently working 
on organization of new safety councils, reorganization and 


expansion programs in the following cities and_ states 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Greater Chicago Area; Elkhart, Ind. ; 
Fresno, Calif.; Muncie, Ind.; New Orleans, La.; Omaha, 
Neb.; Ottumwa, Ia.; San Diego, Calif., and Youngstown, 
Ohio. States include Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mon 
tana, Tennessee, Washington and West Virginia 


For Legislative Grants 
Permissive legislation for financial support to local safety 
councils and chapters from County Boards of Supervisors 
has been introduced in the California Legislature. Com- 
panion bills were introduced late in January in both the 
Assembly and the Senate, receiving good backing from all 
interested parties. Safety council representatives will be 
asked to appear before the Committee on Governmental 

Efficiency to testify in behalf of these bills 
To Page 29 











{pe National Safety Council's Grand Award for point when he acknowledged the honor conferred on 
States in the 1950 trathc safety contest has gone to Pennsylvania 


Pennsylvania “It took real co-operative effort to cut 70 from the 

It marks the first time in two decades of concerted tragic toll of human beings killed in motor accidents 
tort that the top prize—most coveted in official safety the previous year,” he points out, ‘The steady down 
ircles--was won by the Keystone State. And leaders ; : 
there were quick to declare that the victory had come 
is the result of constant, harmonious endeavor by nu- 
merous groups and individuals not from any single 


ward trend of fatalities in Pennsylvania for the past 
five years, in contrast to the nationwide increase in such 
deaths year after year, gives striking proof of all-around, 


factor or magic formula lasting teamwork. 


. Jeo , ‘ 7 ’ 2» “ ~ . 
Governor John S. Fine, whose Highway Safety Ad Pennsylvania's Secretary of Revenue Otto F. Messner, 


visory Committee is the coordinating body for road chairman of the Governor's committee, agreed with 


safety activities in the Commonwealth, stressed that that view 


x 


By Jack Neilson 


‘This award climaxes intelligent organiza 
minded cooperation, and realistic hard work 
many agencies and persons over a long perioc 
The whole achievement was genuinely sti 
the broadest meaning of that term.” 

Chairman Messner, a past president of the 
Association of Motor Vehicle Administrator 
an outstanding exponent of trathc safety, 
his praise of T. E. Transeau, director of the 
Highway Safety, executive director of the 
Highway Safety Committee and_nationally- 


Governor's Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee has headed up Pennsylvania's 
trathe safety activities since 1948. Left 
to right, are: Arthur G. Burgoyne, deputy 
secretary of revenue; Ivan J. Stehman, 
chief, division of highway safety educa- 
tion, Department of Public Instruction; 
T. E. Transeau, executive director of the 
committee and head of the Bureau of 
Highway Safety, Department of Revenue; 
Ouo F. Messner, chairman of the com 
mittee and Secretary of Revenue; Col. 
C. M. Wilhelm, commissioner, Pennsyl 
vania State Police, and W. H. Herman, 
chief research engineer, Department of 
Highways. Inset at right: Pennsylvania's 
Governor John S. Fine, spearheads offi 
cial traffic safety activities throughout 
the Commonwealth 


At right Former Governor James H. 
Duff, now United States Senator from 
Pennsylvania, presents School Patrol 
members with a Green Pennant for com- 
pleting 30 consecutive days without a 
traffic accident involving students. Scene 
was re-enacted many times during 1950. 





At top left: Bike day was the big safety edu- 
cation event in many Pennsylvania schools 
during 1950. School officials, local police 
and automobile clubs combined to stage 
parade plus a thorough inspection of bikes. 
Below: Typical presentation ceremony in 
one of Pennsylvania's boroughs, where NSC 
award for a year free of traffic fatalities was 
awarded by a member of Governor's High- 
way Safety Advisory Committee. 





« 


CIVIC- thority on trathc safety, for so expertly guiding the 


many, 
> said 


Pennsylvania safety program. 
‘For several years, this state has come close to win 


new drivers, suspends and revokes registrations and 
operating privileges, conducts hearings, gets proof of 
financial responsibility from drivers, receives and ana 


lyzes reports of accidents, and compiles statistics there 
from. It tests and approves lighting devices and other 
equipment, and organizes semi-annual c>mpaigns for the 
inspection of every motor vehicle in the state. 


de, in ning the national award, but did not quite make it 
Director Transeau detected certain weaknesses in_ the 
overall program, and kept tyying to bolster those de 
ficiencies. His many-sided attack on the problem has 
brought remarkable results.” 


herican 
1 long 
Its practice of suspending a driver's license as penalty 
for exceeding a speed limit—even the very first time 

unquestionably has played an important part in lessen- 
ing accidents in Pennsylvania Next Page 


The Highway Safety Bureau is devoted to creating 
and developing methods for insuring the safety of the 
It supervises the examination of 


leau of 
smnor s 
public on the road. 


At left: The Bentleyville 
(Washington County)  inter- 
change on Route 31 illustrates 
Pennsylvania's topflight engi- 
neering trafficwise. Center 
photo at left: A Pennsylvania 
State Police Inspector goes 
over motor vehicle inspection 
records with a garage owner. 
The automobile and truck 
tests in the state's more than 
10,000 stations is subject to 
check-up from all angles by 
these officers. The system has 
made for fair and proficient 
inspections of Pennsylvania's 
motor vehicles. Violations 
bring penalties to station op- 
erators found guilty. 











“We are one of the very few states 
which suspends operating privileges 
for a first offense,’” Secretary Messner 
explains. “As this attitude toward the 
speeder has been more and more ac 
cented in recent years, the fatalities 
have declined. I feel there is a definite 
relationship.” 

He praised the efforts of Advisory 
Committee member Ivan J. Stehman, 
whose division of Highway Safety 
Education in the Department of Pub 
lic Instruction won an added award 
for safety lessons and habits implanted 
in the state’s school children. The 
School Safety Patrol, recognized as a 
legal adjunct to safety education 20 
years ago, has brought about af 
astonishing reduction in the number 
of children from five to 14 years 
struck and killed by automobiles and 
trucks ; 

This program, as well as others 
aimed at greater traffic safety through 
education at other levels, has been a 
contributor to 1950's good 
says Messner 


worthy 
record, 

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles, un 
der Director Alvin C. Walker, also 
took down a special prize, and for 
the third straight year—for proficient 
driver licensing. This bureau's duties 
have mushroomed like the industry it 
serves, for it collects all fees for cer 
tificates of title and license plates for 
passenger automobiles, taxicabs, buses, 
trucks, motorcycles, trailers and trac 
tors, as well as issuing learner's per 
mits and operator's cards 

In addition, it maintains detailed 
records on the careers of the nearly 
four million operators of the more 
than three million motor vehicles 
licensed in Pennsylvania. This prac 
tice of keeping “case histories’ has 
paid off in lives saved, Secretary Mess 
ner believes 

So has the stern attitude of the 
Commonwealth toward the law- 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Above: Seminar in safety educa- 
tion finds (from left) Prof. Amos 
E. Neyhart, of Penn State Col- 
lege and Dr. Henry Klonower 
and Ivan J. Steham, both of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction, and two police 
officers put a college instructor 
through one phase of a rigorous 
test to qualify him to teach safety 
education to students. 


breaker, he says, together with the 
certainty that punishment surely fol 
lows a violation of the Vehicle Cod« 

“Pennsylvania's laws for the mo 
torist are much ‘tougher’ than those 
in most states, and to a considerable 
extent the reckless driver is compelled 
to behave himself.’ 

The compulsory 
motor vehicles twice a year has been 
a major factor, too. ¢ lose to 100,000 
cars and trucks have been “junked 
annually in recent years 


“All those vehicles, if their de 
ficiencies had not come to light at 
inspection times, would have been the 
potential cause of many accidents,” 
Secretary Messner points out. “With- 
out doubt, they would have taken a 
toll of lives.” 


inspection of all 


Statistically, only 2!/, per cent of 
trathc mishaps in Pennsylvania are 
due to mechanical failures. The na- 
tional average is 13 per cent 

For promoting engineering proce 
dures which make for vehicular safety, 
W. H. Herman, chief research en 
gineer of the Department of High 
ways, can claim a share in winning 
the award. In keeping with the most 


Typical off-the-street driver 
examination course being 
built at each new State 
Police barracks throughout 
Pennsylvania, at left: Be- 
low Clarence Laine, 18- 
year-old student, G.A.R. 
High School, Wilkes Barre, 
receives first Operator's li- 
cense issued under the high 
school driver training pro- 
gram in vogue in 360 
Pennsylvania high schools. 


modern ideas, his engineers have tried 
to build safety into the largest net 
work of improved state highways in 
the country 
It is hard to overstate the credit 
that is due the enforcement arm of 
the Commonwealth—-the Pennsylvania 
State Police, according to Messner. 
“Without them, no such commend- 
able safety record could have been 
set,"” he asserts. ‘The efficiency and 
high reputation of Colonel C. M 
Wilhelm’s force, whose duties include 
the enforcement of our tough laws 
of the road, are largely responsible 
for the general respect shown those 
laws. Their direction of the inspection 
system, their conduct of driver ex 
aminations, their patrolling of thou 
sands of miles of highways—these and 
other performances related to road 
safety—all have been in tune with 
the high reputation for efficiency and 
integrity borne by the State Police.” 
Underneath it all, however, the top 
award for traffic safety came to Penn- 
sylvania, Messner feels, because the 
people there have become alerted to 
the need for saving their own lives. 
“No matter what laws, enforcement 
To Page 28 
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of Review finds, from left, Paul 


ee OW to Promote and Pub 
licize a Safety Meeting” 
will be the title of a publication 
issued by the National Commit- 
tee for Trathc Safety for the 
purpose of assisting those in 
charge of safety conferences, 
congresses, seminars, workshops, 
institutes and similar events to 
obtain the maximum in attend 
ance and publicity value. The 
copyrighted book will be dis- 
tributed to those attending the 
President's Highway Safety Con 
ference with the compliments of 
the National Committee. Fol 
lowing the Conference, copies 
may be purchased from the Na 
tional Committee at a nominal 
cost 
The book is the work of six 
authors under the general editor 
ship of John W. Gibbons of the 
Automotive Safety Foundation 
The Public Information Com 
mittee of the National Com 
mittee for Trathc Safety, headed 
by William J. Scripps of the 
Detroit News, has been in 
charge of publication develop 
ment. 
Before the actual manuscript 
was sent to the printer it was 





Manual Labor 


A final check on the manuscript after a meeting of the Editorial Board 


Blaisdell, William J. Scripps and 


John W. Gibbons in final agreement on manual. 


reviewed by an Editorial Board 
of advertising agency, industry 
and public information repre 
sentatives who approved it as 
“sound promotional and pub- 
licity procedure in simple, direct 
language.’ The Editorial Board, 
which met at Detroit, included: 
Ralph R. Hotchkiss of Maxon, 
Inc.; Oscar Elder of the Na 
tional Association of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters; Garn 
Grithn of the Traffic Safety As 
sociation of Detroit; George E. 
Currier of General Motors Cor 
poration; Dan Thompson of the 
National Safety Council; Bell 
man D. Jones, Safe Winter 
Driving League; Charles W 
Craig of Chrysler Corporation ; 
William J. Trepagnier of Amer 
ican Automobile Association; 
Ralph R. Watts, The Detroit 
News; Cliff Roberts of J. Walter 
Thompson Company and _ the 
authors: L. J. McEnnis, Howard 
Bonham, Harry A. Williams, 
Harold L. Eves and Paul H 
Blaisdell. Tom A. Burke of the 
National Safety Council was the 
only author absent at the final 
session, 
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You and Your Future 
Rated Top Attraction 


The Philadedphia Inquirer's visual 
education program, “You and Your 
Future,” outlined in the May issue of 
PuBLic SAFETY, has been voted by 
students of two schools as an excel- 
lent attitude developer for their op- 
erational behavior. 

Of the 600 students of Haverford 
Township High School, to whom the 
program was presented for the first 
time anywhere, Dr. R. R. Abernethy, 
superintendent of schools, and Oscar 
Granger, high school principal, gave 
this evaluation of student reaction: 

‘Nearly every boy and girl was im 
pressed by the point that so-called 
minor’ violations brought out in the 
film, ‘And Then There Were Four,’ 
(Socony-Vacuum Oil Co.) can cause 
serious accidents. Almost all felt there 
was a splendid overall safety message 
in ‘A Closed Book,’ (Farm Bureau 
Insurance Cos.) and heartily approved 
its purpose. 

“The general reaction was that it 
was the best series of assemblies that 
we have had this year, and that there 
was a definite need for more such 
films 

Dr. Abernethy has asked The In 
guirer to prepare and present a simi 
lar program to the student body next 
November 

The same program, originated, de 
veloped and presented by The In 
quirer to GI's in training at the Carver 
Vocational School, in Philadelphia, 
was given a reception comparable to 
that at Haverford High. 

Comments from students in the 
three classes, with combined total of 
175 between 25-35 years old, Hall 
added, “indicated that it is a splendid, 
thought provoking program, and gave 
all our students something to think 
and talk about.”’ 

The “You and Your Future” pro 
gram, although designed for high 
school students, is flexible for adult 
groups. 

It was presented to all drivers at 
the U. S. Naval Air Station, at Wil- 
low Grove, Pa.; to drivers at the 
Philadelphia Naval Base, and will be 
given to employees and their families 
on the entire Reading Railroad Sys- 
tem, as a public service by The In- 
quirer, without cost or obligation to 
anyone in any way 

Owen F. McDonnell, of The In 
quiver staff, is the commentator and 
schedules the program showings 











Ambassadors of 
Safety and Good Will 
From Page 13 


small New England town we have a 
driver who was given a ticket for 
double-parking in the busy little shop 
ping area. He was a frequent offender 
and the judge, annoyed with his of 
fending, sentenced him to 15 days in 
jail. The driver said, ‘But judge, you 
can't do this to me.”” ““No?"’ said the 
judge. “Why can't I?” “Because,”’ said 
the driver, “Main Street won't be able 
to get their merchandise and will have 
The judge scratched 
his head a minute and said, ‘By golly 
I guess you're right. But I'll tell you 
what I'm going to do. I'm going to 
let you report for work every morn 


to close shop 


ing and take care of your express de 
liveries; but every evening, when you 
are through, you'll have to report back 
here and spend the night in jail 


It seems to me the importance of 
safety as a public relations tool cannot 
be overstressed. Your commercial ve 
hicle driver is known to the public 
generally as “The Gentleman of the 
Highways’ and indeed he has earned 
that reputation. His contribution to 
the highway accident record is low 
out of all proportion to the shocking 
total and it has gained him the re- 
spect and confidence of the public 


By the same token his failures, in 
either the tactics of defensive driving 
or the road courtesies for which his 
kind is noted, are quickly seized upon 
and subjected to the severest kind of 
criticism, and the company which em- 
ploys him comes in for more than 
a fair share of that criticism 

Railway* Express Agency employs 
15,000 drivers the 
will, of course, fluctuate with seasonal 
These men are scattered all 
over the map, at hundreds of cities 
and towns, large and small. To weld 
together a group of this size into a 


about number 


needs 


smoothly operating organization ts no 
easy task, particularly when the men 
are so dispersed 

We have tried to do it with our 
safety program, and the record indi 
cates that we have had a fair measure 
of success. We have also a very a 
tive training program which is car 
ried to all of our people, drivers and 
others. The training of an employee 
starts concurrently with his entry into 
our organization and will continue as 
long as he remains 

Our experience has been that it is 
a mistake to rely wholly upon the 
printed word and oral instructions 





HE was a little dusty-haired 

girl of six with an elfin 
smile. For maybe a year she had 
lived next door to me. Friendly 
enough in her shy way, she 
rarely talked but was content to 
smile and say ‘‘hello’’ when she 
met me on the street. Nearly 
always she was wheeling her doll 
buggy or murmuring to the bat- 
tered doll clutched to her breast 
You know the fondness little 
gicls have for an ancient doll 
perhaps their first. It holds a 
place in their hearts none other 
can usurp. 

Sometimes she would stop and 
pat my dog. Once I was forced 
to break up her tea party on my 
front porch early one Sunday 
morning when I was trying to 
sleep. How gladly would I fore- 
go that extra hour now! 

Just a little while ago, some 
friends gathered with me for 
what we anticipated was a happy 
occasion. It was a perfect sum- 
mer evening and all of us were 
happy. Guests overflowed into 
the garden chatting and laugh- 
ing cordially, It was just one of 
those parties which was going 
right from the beginning. 


Suddenly, above the good- 
natured banter, came the sicken- 
ing screeching of brakes and the 
rending of rubber from the quiet 
street. There was a dull, sick- 
ening thud. Not very loud, but 


we heard it. Dead silence for 





DEATH OF A CHILD 


By Hiram M. Smith, Jr. 
Director, Public Relations 
Governor's Highway Safety Comm. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 


what seemed an eternity, then a 
woman began to scream. High 
pitched, a terrifying monotone 
and spaced only by ghastly 
pauses for breath. 

People began to spill out of 
their houses and a buzz of ex 
cited questioning followed. 
There in a crumpled heap lay 
the child. A pathetic little thing 
in a blue dress, forming the aw- 
ful center of a triangle deter- 
mined by two tiny scuffed shoes 
and an innocent green lollipop. 
Viscous, dull, vari-hued blood 
spilled slowly. I have seen, more 
than once, what a Japanese mor- 
tar can do to a healthy young 
marine but this really turned my 
stomach. One of my _ guests 
retched violently. You see, she 
had a little girl. 

The courts will determine who 
was at fault but are helpless to 
change the fact that an innocent 
child died. Perhaps God knows 
the reason, we don't. We 
should know that we are all 
charged with a solemn responsi- 
bility to compensate the sweet 
irresponsibility of childhood by 
scrupulous care when we drive 
What matter who is at fault 
Do you want that picture etched 
in your mind the rest of your 
waking hours and hovering in 
your dreams during darkness ? 

Make sure you never have to 
face such nightmares. Don't 
take a chance on a child's life 
in trafhe 








It is not enough to tell the new man 
what to do—he must be shown how 
to do it. 

To bring about the best results our 
training program has been divided 
into three phases; namely supervisory 
training, induction training and em 
ployee training. All training meet 
ings are held on company time in 
quarters that are free from outside 
interference or interruption. Results 


will depend largely upon the person 
doing the training, so we exert the 
utmost care in his selection. Training 
material is furnished by the Depart- 
ment of Personnel and Public Rela- 
tions to serve as a guide but it ts 
studied and revised or adapted to fit 
local conditions. 

Supervisory training is the most im- 
portant of the three phases because 
the effectiveness of the other two ts 
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dependent upon how well the super- 
visor does his job 


To the employee, driver or plat 
form-man, the supervisor is the com- 
pany. Because he reflects the policies 
of management, he must know what 
those policies are. He must be fully 
aware of the responsibilities of his 
job, his obligations to other super 
visors, to the public, to the men under 
his supervision and to the company 
Upon him rests the final responsi- 
bility for good management em- 
ployee relations and morale 

The induction training phase is con 
ducted by an experienced supervisor. 
It is administered individually or, at 
our larger cities, to a group of not 
more than six new employees. It be 
gins immediately upon induction and 
is pursued diligently so that we may 
either get the full benefit of the em- 
ployee’s services, if he is acceptable, 
or, if he is found wanting, disapprove 
his application within the 30 days 
prescribed by the agreements with our 
labor organizations 


The employee training phase, be 
yond that which has been described 
as induction training, is on-the-job 
training at spot meetings and under 
the guidance of the immediate super- 
visor. 

The express driver is exposed to 
practically all of this training because, 
as an expressman, there are many 
things he must know in addition to 
the skillful or expert handling of a 
motor vehicle. His training is not 
confined to the minutia of conducting 
the express business. He is thoroughly 
road-tested by competent supervisors 
on every type of express vehicle in 
use at the location where he is ex- 
pected to work. And he is not released 
until they are satisfied that he knows 
his stuff. 


He is examined with regard to his 
knowledge of motor vehicles gen- 
erally and is instructed if he is de- 
ficient in that knowledge. Another 
supervisor or older driver recognized 
for his skill rides with him until he is 
familiar with the vehicle, the route 
to which he is assigned, traffic regula- 
tions of the community and the ex- 
press work he is expected to do. 
Finally, his driving habits and gen- 
eral attitudes are observed from time 
to time and corrections applied if and 
where they are needed. 

" The driver has many problems be- 
yond those which are reflected in his 
attitude and have a definite effect on 
public relations, just as they affect his 
safety record. If his mind ts occupied 
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with financial difficulties, sickness in 
the family or other worries which 
plague all of us from time to time 
he has two strikes against him as an 
ambassador of good will 

Almost from the inception of the 
express business, nearly 112 years ago, 
it has been axiomatic in our business 
that the driver, the man who has daily 
contact with the shippers and receivers 
in the community, is an extraordinarily 
potent factor in public relations 

Our program of driver selection 
and driver training plus the practice 
of keeping him informed of company 
activities and policies is designed to 
promote and sustain that condition 


The time may come in these grave 
days when our service will again be 
taxed to capacity. God forbid that 
there will be yet another war, but I 
believe that defense preparations now 
begun, when well under way, will pro 
vide business aplenty for all carriers 


We have no intention of abandon 
ing, for a single month, the philoso- 
phy that we have a company to keep 
sold that we have a tremendous 
equity in our service to protect. And 
Railway Express will exert every effort 
to maintain and perpetuate the fine 
public relations built up over the 
years. Believe me, the driver's part in 
that program will not be neglected 


Louisville Progress 
Ss 


Eleven major public safety projects 
recommended for the City of Louis- 
ville by the Public Safety Committee 
of the Louisville Safety Council back 
in 1946, are now well on the way 
to final completion. Five measures 
have already been adopted, two others 
ire almost finished, while four are 
partially completed. The objectives 
recommended four years ago include 
the organization of an adequate trafh« 
engineering division; a separate court 
for handling all traffic cases; study and 
revision of traffic code penalties; print- 
ing and distribution of a traffic code 
digest, and improved street lighting 
throughout the city. These five ob- 
jectives have been realized. The estab 
lishing of off-street parking facilities; 
the revision of traffic flow in down- 
town areas, and the synchronization 
of all traffic lights, are projects that 
are on the way and should be com 
pleted soon. 


* * * 


“What kind of oil do you use in 
your car?” the friendly service station 
attendant asked the traveling salesman. 

“Oh, I usually start by telling them 
how lonely I am.” 
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€ cosmopolitan in every 
sense of the word, yet they love the 
landmarks that make their town 
niq refusing to part with certain 
of them as the price of civic progress 
One such touch to the San Francisco 
scene is provided by the cable cars 
that furnish an old world flavor to 
Jackson and Powell Streets——even if 








have replaced the lumbering street cars 
which used to clutter the thoroughfare 
Your dime buys a lot of ride in this 
West Coast metropolis, and best of all 


it includes a sense of assurance that 
you will get to your destination safel) 
Here, we think, is the Mother Lode 
in this Bagdad Bonanza—the sense of 
security that stems from right attitude 








Paul J. Fanning is a shrewd transit 
executive. Under his direction, the 
Bureau of Personnel and Safety doesn’t 
miss a trick in inculcating safe habits 
in all “Muni” Railway employees. 
it pays off like a dollar slot machine 
when the jac kpot lets go 

Paul Coburn, director of the Coun 
cil’s Motor Transportation Bureau, 


they also offer a permanent headache on the part of ‘“Muni’’ Railway opera Iver Larson, executive vice president 
is far as accident prevention ts con tors. And it didn’t just happen of the San Francisco Chapter, NSC, 
” When we visited Paul Fanning in and I toured the Presidio trolley coach 
Pa gers riding the steps of the his Presidio office, he told us: “In our yard, watched the training program in 
ibl rs. hanging on in clusters as search for ways and means to reduce session under the direction of In 
they grip the vertical handrails, give accidents on the San Francisco Munici structor Wm. A. McRobbie, and 
the Department of Personnel and pal Railway, the question of a drivers latched onto the opportunity of dig 
Safety the screaming meanies, but they incentive program was considered of ging up accident facts with Richard 
ha earned to live with this per paramount importance, and after J. Grithn, who is the instructor in 
inent hazard to their modern acc lengthy discussions and study, it was charge of statistics, accident analysis 
: revention § program And the decided in 1949 to use the National and the records for the Safe Driver 
ri} ind cé tors on the famed Safety Council's Safe Driver Award Award Plan 
old le cars have developed a sixth Plan as the incentive portion of our And Dick Grithn had the facts at 
sense on the probable antics of their over-all safety program his finger tips. I had deposited dozens 
passengers that lets them know just lhis decision on the part of Man of dimes in motor coaches, trolley 
when to pounce on the unwary before izement has indeed proved most for coaches, street and cable cars, and felt 
he does damage to himself and vi tunate as, without any question of that I was a typical San Francisco 
the “Muni” Railway acc doubt. the most valuable tool currently straphanger. You meet a lot of transit 
lent ord in use on this property is the Safe employees in a tour of the city s transit 
here | been tremendous changes Driver Award Plan. The evidence is system, and I had some pointed ques 
in S Francisco. While the cable in the number of men who were suc tions on how the accident prevention 
unving over Nob and Rus essful in winning the Award in the program functioned 
s! H Market Strect is certainly first year of its inauguration. This And when you mention the word 
tiff Gone are two tracks of the oupled with our reduction of acct straphanger”” to a “Muni” Railway 
f k syst Streamlined lents, offers conclusive proof of the man it is with the “Smile when you 
t I oading at tl rb effectiveness of the Award Program say that, stranger’ approach, for civic 
Below : Subforeman Paul Romo checks work with Ray Ander Dirt and grease coming off the underside of a bus at Ocean 
son as they go over bus in Portrero Coach Yard service pit Motor Coach Yard. Coaches get a daily check on brakes, 
Charles Rushing and Jack Dollard (on ladder) work at the lights, steering, doors and other safety features. An auto 
rear of the coach. All pits are clean, well-lighted, and thor matic wheel alignment indicator and a live body detector 
oughly equipped with protective and service devices are also on hand for use whenever needed. 














Public Satety for June, 1951 














One of San Francisco's beloved old cable cars 
(at top right) negotiates a Washington Street 
grade. The Bay Bridge is visible in the fore 
ground. Middle photo: The turntable at 
Powell and Market Streets, where the quaint 
cable cars are turned around. Lower photo: 
Another view of Powell Street from Market, 
shows the grade up Nob Hill. 


and transit officials have gone to great 
lengths to insure that there is a mini 
mum of straphanging in “Bagdad-by 
the Bay” In fact, ‘Muni’ is practi 
cally a new operation in the sense that 
it has been completely converted with 
new buses and trolley coaches. As a 
result, waiting time has been cut in 
half and seating capacity stepped-up 
75 per cent 
In 1950, the year under discussion 

since it was the first full year of opera 
tion of the NSC Safe Driver Award 
Program—~Munt"’ Railway comprised 
nine divisions, had 1,105 vehicles 
cable cars, 


1 


(227 electric street cars, 2 
358 trolley coaches, and 493 motor 
coaches), 2,011 transportation person 
nel of a total personnel of 3,130; 
operated 29,921,213 miles and carried 


) 


19,695,293 passengers 


The accident prevention program 
was effective all the way down the 
line. Passenger accidents fell off 27 
per cent. A breakdown shows that 
boarding accidents were reduced 35 


per cent; alighting accidents were 
slashed 32 per cent; and falls on board 


were cut 19 per cent. As Dick Griffin 


pointed out, this offers rather conclu 
Munt 


sive evidence that Railway 
vehicles were operated more carefully 


in 1950 than they were in 1949. In 





any honest appraisal it would have to 
be stated that the improvement began 
in 1947 and has continued to date, 
with the program being accelerated 
since the inaguration of the NSC Safe 
Driver Award Plan. That's what the 
record shows. 

The big ballyhoo for the NSC Safe 
Driver Award was begun in October 
1949. Trolley Topics, employee pub 
lication of the Railway, plumped for 
the plan, and copies of “For Experts 





Only,” which go to every employee 
covered by the Safe Driver Award 
Plan, copies of the Safe Driver and 
Driver Letters were delivered to every 
operator on the system 

Everyone with any knowledge of 
accident statistics knew that November 
was one of the worst months accident 
wise of all the year in San Francisco 
What made it worse than any other 
November was the fact that a com 
plete conversion program was under 
way, and had been in fact since March, 
when many lines were converted to 
coach operation 

Of course the training program 
changing street car operators into 
trolley coach and bus Operators—-was 
going full swing all during this pe 
riod. The accent was on accident pre 
vention in d positive way Correct 
operation of bus and trolley 
was the order of the day 


coach 


When November rolled around it 
also marked the first month of opera 
the NSC Safe Driver 

To Page +f 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
From Page 22 


ind penalties arc established,’ he says 
if the individual himself does not 
sate and sane attitude toward 
iriving and walking on our streets 
ind highways he ts going to get hurt 
or killed, or he ts going to hurt or 
kill other people 

And it ts in that field that the 
Governor's Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee, conceived and created by 
United States Senator James H. Duff 
when he was Governor, has done u 
valuable work. By enlisting the active 
many Organizations and 


media throughout the Commonwealth, 


support ot 


the committee has been able to bring 
home to the citizen the message of 
ifety in its various aspects. It has 
been a ‘grass roots’ endeavor, a method 
of reaching right into every little town 
ind hamlet and trying to get the peo 
ple to protect themselves and their 
loved ones from tragedy 

Chairman Messner explains that this 
arranges meetings to dis 
throughout the 


committee 
cuss highway safety 
state, sending its agents to plan with 
ind advise local authorities how best 
to solve their own community's traftt« 
problems, and to assure them of the 
state's omplete cooperation and back 
ing Outstanding records for métor 
ing safety are rewarded at impressive 
The support 
of every forward-looking organization 


pres ntation ceremonics 


or service club ts enlisted in staging 


ampaigns to improve a_ borough 


township, or city's record of injury 
ind death on its roads 


Booklets and 


STH ts and Spot announcements, news 


pam] hlets radio 
aper stories and magazine articles 
billboard displays and other media, all 
ire utilized to one definite purpose 

cutting imto the tragic toll of motor 
Pennsy| 


traffic on the highways in 


Vania 


In its third year, this committee is 
functioning more effectively than ever 
before, and the tempo of its effort ts 
constantly accelerating. The role it has 
played in establishing the best traffx 
safety record for a state of this size 
and vast industrial activity is acknowl 
edged to have been a vital one 
Among those who coordinated 
their efforts with those of the Ad 
Committee, the Pennsylvania 
Newspaper Publishers Association and 
numerous 


visory 


adio stations were singled 
out for congratulation 
By its wholehearted interest and 


PNPA has ¢€ nable d 


0-operation, the 


28 





Books and Pamphlets 

A Ratlroad Grade Crossing Ace 
dent Study, 1945 thru 1950. Published 
by Safety Division, Motor Vehicle De 
partment, Madison, Wisconsin. 1951 
62 p. Free 

Toll Roads and The Problems of 
Highway Modernization. By Wilfred 
Owen and Charles L. Dearing. Pub 
lished by The Bookings Institution, 
Washington, D. ¢ 1951. 204 p 
$2.50 

Turn Urban 1) aff 
Published by Eno Foundation for 
Foundation for Highway Traffic Con 
trol. 1951. 90 p 

Local Trucking by Linton W 
Mason, Chairman of the Board, The 
Jacobs Transfer Company, Baltimore, 
Maryland. Published by McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, Inc . New York 
1951 128 Pp $6.50 


Controls mm 


This lively and informative book 
tells how each step and detail of a 
local trucking business should be con 
ducted. Written by Linton W. Mason, 
chairman of the Board, Jacobs Trans- 
fer Company, Baltimore, Md., the 
book its filled with common. sense 
maxims on good business practices and 
is sprinkled with amusing philosophi 
cal comments on the truck operator's 
problems 


In clear, colorful language, the book 
covers such subjects as financing, se- 
lection of equipment, maintenance and 
servicing, personnel procedures, or 
ganization, accounitng, taxes, insur 
ance, rate making, managerial con 
trols, and many other topics 


The text practically ignores the im 
portant subject of organized accident 
prevention activities, but is still an im 
portant text for the safety director 
who should have a clear understand 
ing of the ramifications of the total 
enterprise 


The book belongs to the fleet library 


us to reach the public through the 
voice of the man commonly known 
as ‘the country editor.’ Probably none 
other commands more attention nor 
carries more influence in his com- 
munity. It is impossible to say just 


and could be used to advantage in 
driver training programs. If drivers 
are better employees for understand 
ing the business they work for, Local 
Trucking is the best book we've seen 
for imparting this understanding 

( It Imhoff 


Magazine Articles 
Detroit's Effectively Tough Policy 
Drunken Drivers Go to Jail.’ By 

Donald Slutz. (In Traffic Quarterly 
April, 1951, p. 142.) 

The Effect of Pedestrian Signals on 
Vehicular Trathe. By Rafael Cal y 
Mayor. (In Traffic Engineering, April, 
1951, p. 232.) 

Enforcement and Trathc Control 
By Homer Garrison, Jr. (In Traffic 
Ouarterl), April, 1951, p. 219.) 

Mid-Town Driver Testing Exhibit 
Big Success. (In Safety, March, 1951, 
p: 7.) 

Parking Problems. By Taylor D 
Lewis. (In Traffic Quarterly, April, 
1951, p. 205.) 

Portable Traffic Light Units Help 
Handle Race Crowds. By Allen R 
Pepper. (In Roads and Streets, April, 
1951, p. 50.) 

Problems of the Urban Intersection 
By D. S. Brinkley. (In Traffic Quay 
terly, 1951, p. 170.) 

Promoting a Statewide Urban Ar 
terial Improvement Program. By B. D 
Tallamy. (In Traffic Engineering, 
April, 1950, p. 228.) 

Traffic Deaths Nearly Equal Those 
in All Our Wars. (In Safety, March, 
1951, p. 17.) 

The Traffic Engineer and The Po 
lice. By Lt. R. V. Keleher. (In 
Traffic Engineering, April, 1951, p 
230.) 

The Use of Traffic Data in High 
way Administration Work. By J. A 
Anderson. (In Traffic Quarterl) 
April, 1951, p. 131.) 


how great a part such editors have 
played in this crusade. 

“Broadcasting companies, also, have 
been most generous of their time and 
facilities. Sixty-odd stations have de- 
voted a total of nearly 1,000 unspon 
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sored hours to our highway safety 
drives in 1950, and all of them do- 
nated other time to safety messages, 
both ours and those of the National 
Safety Council.” 

Entitled to major commendation 
for their continuing campaigns over 
many years are the Pennsylvania Mo 
tor Federation (AAA), Pennsylvania 
Automotive Association, and the 
Pennsylvania Motor Truck Associa- 
tion. The Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Junior Bar Section ot 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, also, 
contributed valuably. 

Others who participated, in large 
measure or small, were: the Associa 
tion of Casualty and Surety Com 
panies; Bicycle Institute of America; 
Chiefs of Police Association; Kiwanis 
International; Lions Clubs; Outdoor 
Advertising Association of Pennsyl- 
vania; Atlantic Refining Company; 
Standard Oil Company of Pennsyl- 
vania; Pennsylvania Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers; Veterans of For- 
eign Wars; American Legion and 
Amvets of World War II 

In addition, American National Red 
Cross; Boy Scouts of America; Penn 
sylvania State Chamber of Commerce ; 
Pennsylvania Society for Farm 
Women; Pennsylvania Optometric As- 
sociation; Pennsylvania Electric Asso- 
ciation; Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 
Corporation; Pennsylvania Federation 
of Labor; Pennsylvania Magistrates 
Association; Pennsylvania Manufac- 
turers Association; Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs; Girl 
Scouts of America; Disabled Ameri- 
can Veterans; Harrisburg Diocesan 
Council of the National Council of 
Catholic Women; Penn State College 
and its Institute of Public Safety 

Institute of Trathc Engineers; Key- 
stone Automobile Club; Optimist In- 
ternational; Pennsylvania Association 
of Highway Safety Educators; Penn 
sylvania Association of Life Under 
writers; Pennsylvania Association of 
Insurance Agents; Pennsylvania Bus 
Association; Pennsylvania State Coun 
cil of Churches; Pennsylvania State 
Education Association; Pennsylvania 
State Exchange Clubs; Pennsylvania 
Federation of Business and Profes- 
sional Women; Pennsylvania State 
School Directors and the Pennsylvania 
Temperance League must also be in- 
cluded. 

Local safety councils in various 
regions, among them Philadelphia, 
Somerset, Montgomery, Delaware, 
Armstrong, Warren, Lawrence and 
Butler counties, as well as those in 
Lehigh Valley and in Western Penn 
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Coming Events in the Field of Safety 








June 13-15, Washington, D. C. 

President's Highway Safety Conference 
Departmental Auditorium, 18th and (¢ 
Streets. Rudolph F. King, executive direc 
tor. Commissioner Thomas H. MacDonald 
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, Department 
of Commerce, chairman, Committee on 
Conference Reports 


June 21-23, Sale Lake City, Utah 

Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the 
Western States Safety Conference. Con 
tact Clarence Williams, executive direc 
tor, Utah Safety Council, State Capitol 
Building, Salt Lake City, Utah 


June 29-30, Denver, Colo. 

Colorado Statewide Trafhc Safety Con 
ference. Contact William S. Foulis, organ 
izational director, Colorado Highway Safety 
Council, 518 State Capitol, Denver 2, Colo 
Aug. 14-17, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Annual Meeting, International Associa 
tion of Fire Chiefs (Pantlind Hotel) 
Aug. 27-30, Washington, D. C 

Illuminating Engineering Society, Na 
tional Technical Conference (Hotel Shore 
ham) 

Sept. 6-7, York Harbor, Me. 

Twenty-fourth Annual Maine State Safety 
Conference and Exhibit (Marshall House) 
Contact Arthur F. Minchin, secretary, Maine 
State Safety Conference, Department of 


Labor and Industry, State House, Augusta 
Me 


Sept. 16-19, Detroit 


Public Works Congre#s and Equipment 
Show (Veterans Memorial Bldg.). Contact 


American Public Works Association, 
East 60th Street, Chicago 37, III 


Sept. 17-20, San Francisco 
Annual Convention, International Mu 
nicipal Signal Association (Mark Hopkins 


Hotel) 


Sept. 18-20, Cleveland 

Ohio State Safety Conference (Hotel 
Carter). Contact Carl L. Smith, secretary 
treasurer, Suite 508, 2073 East 9th Street 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 


September 24-27, Los Angeles 

T'wenty-second Annual Meeting of the 
Institute of Traffic Engineers (Ambassa 
jor Hotel). Contact Robert S. Holmes, 
executive secretary, Strathcona Hall, New 
Haven 11, Conn 


October 8-11, Boston 

Nineteenth Annual Conference of the 
American Association of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators (Copley Plaza Hotel). Con 
tact L. W. Harris, 912 Barr Building 
Washington 6, D. € 


Oct. 8-12, Chicago 

Thirty-ninth National Safety Congress 
& Exposition (Stevens Hotel). R. I 
Forney, general secretary, National Safety 
Council, 425 North Michigan Ave., Chi 
cago 11 


Oct. 22-26, Chicago 

Eighteenth Annual Convention of the 
American Trucking Associations Inc 
(Stevens Hotel). Contact Ray G. Ather 
ton, general manager, 1424 Sixteenth 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. ¢ 








sylvania, deserve credit for their effec 
tive and persevering efforts 

Editor's Note: When Judges of the 
National Traffic Safety Contest an- 
nounced Pennsylvania as first place 
winner for Largest States, and Grand 
Award winner for States in the 1950 
contest, PuBLic SAFETY asked Penn- 
sylvania’s Governor Fine (vice Arthur 
G. Burgoyne, Deputy Secretary of 
Revenue) for an on-the-spot story tell 
ing how the Keystone State accom 
plished the twin win. This story and 
the photos illustrating it came prac 
tically by return mail from Jack Niel- 
son, principal public information edi 
tor of the Revenue Department. Jack 
works pretty hard too for the Gover 
nor’s Highway Safety Advisory Com 
mittee 


Green Cross News 
From Page 19 
Movies Support Safety 
The Affiliated Theaters, Inc., in 
opening their first drive-in theater in 
the city and county of San Francisco 


the new “Terrace Theater,’ arranged 
to give their entire proceeds of the 
opening night to the San Francisco 
Chapter. This will mean a big lift in 
the Chapter’s budget and is indicative 
of the fine interest of the motion pic 
ture theaters in community safety in 
that area 


Pedestrian Pledge Project 
A pedestrian pledge project spon 
sored sometime ago by the New 
Haven Chapter of the NSC won state- 
wide recognition in a recent article 
in ‘Connecticut Safety,” official publi- 
cation of the Highway Safety Com- 
mission of that state. A certificate is 
presented by the Chapter to all class 
rooms that bring back at least 75 per 
cent of the pledges signed by pupils 
and parents. The Connecticut Com 
mission urged all communities to 
adopt similar plans in an effort to 
influence pedestrians to form safe 
habits when walking. Nearly 15,000 
pledges with signatures of 44,000 

children and parents were returned. 
T'o Page 40 
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IS not all kits and posters, leaflets and 

printing with the Operation Safety staft 
these days—-there’s a bit of the silver screen 
and halls of ivy in the picture, too 


In the silver screen department, location 
shooting is underway now on the 12 new 
one minute Operation Safety film trailers 
for release approximately August 1 Each 
trailer will cover one of the monthly Opera- 
tion Safety themes and, when issued, will 
give local trathc safety program organizers 
a complete package of theater and television 
film trailers, one for each monthly special 
emphasis effort 

The 1951 Series of 12 Operation Satety 
film trailers are being produced for the 
National Safety Council by Atlas Film Cor 
poration, the same organization that pro- 
duced the 1951 Operation Safety trailers 
which received an Award of Merit from 
the National Committee on Films for Safety 

As for the halls of ivy, the Operation 
Safety staff will conduct a course im Public 
Education for Trathc Safety, July 16 to 20, 
as a part of The Summer Institute for 
Traffic Training to be held at Northwestern 
University 

Guest instructors from all promotion- 
publicity media will stress preparation of 
publicity materials, how to work with edi- 
tors and radio and television program man- 
agers, the use of the various media, the 
safety speech, Operation Safety, and com- 
munity organization. Registration fee will 
be $30.00 and registrations may be made 
by writing The Summer Institute for Traffic 
Training, Northwestern University, Evans 
ton, Illinois 

Continuing on more pleasant thoughts, 
top-drawer importance should be accorded 
the subject of vacations. And it's the safe 
driving aspect of vacations that will come 
in for special emphasis during the July Va 
cation Driving Operation Safety program. 
All kit materials are based on suggestions 
gathered from a survey of state and local 
enforcement officials, those who must deal 
directly with the errors and unsafe chances 
taken by all too many carefree tourists 
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The TRAFFIC TOLL 


By H. Gene Miller 


Director, NSC Statistical Division 






had fewer deaths, 21 had more deaths 
and two had no change. For the first 
four months of the year, 14 states re- 
ported fewer deaths. They were: 


April traffic deaths drop 3 per cent below last April 
totals to mark first break in |6-month upward trend. 
Four-month toll reaches 10,460, up 7 per cent over 


last year, as deaths keep pace with gain in travel. 


State “ Change 
South Dakota —40% 
Wisconsin —27% 
FTER 16 consecutive months of increase of per cent over the com- Rhode Island 18% 
climbing traffic death tolls, auto parable period last year. For April Colorado = 17% 
fatalities in April dropped 3 per cent alone the total was 2,560. — wt 
as compared with the corresponding The death increase still is keeping Connecticut < 8% 
month a year ago pace almost exactly with the gain in South Carolina —= ON 
Whether the campaign to postpone motor vehicle travel. Mileage for the ll ; oe 
the millionth traffic death has been tak- first quarter of the year was up 10 Plorida 26; 
ing effect, cannot, as yet, be deter- per cent, identical with the increase in Massachusetts 1% 
mined. The millionth person to die in deaths for the same period. April mile- Alabama .. wp 
an auto accident since 1900 is expected age is not yet available to extend the Misstesipps 


in December —unless the death trend 
is turned sharply downward 
However, the death toll in April 
last year was considerably higher than 
the normal seasonal trend would indi- 
cate, and the lower death toll in April 


comparison another month. 

Among the six regions of the coun- 
try, significant improvements in death 
totals were reported in April by the 
two southern regions and the Moun- 
tain Region. The two northern regions 


Contributing to the lower death 
total for the nation in April was a 
sharp improvement in cities. The 518 
cities reporting in April had 10 per 
cent fewer deaths than in April a year 
earlier. 





this year may be merely a return to the had only minor variations in their Among the nine city size classifica- 
seasonal pattern death totals, but in the Pacific Region, tions, only the two smallest ones had 
Trathe deaths for the first four the death total was sharply higher higher death totals. In the other seven 
months of 1951 totaled 10,460—an Of 46 states reporting in April, 23 size groups, improvements ranged 
from 4 per cent for cities of 750,000 
to 1,000,000 population to 24 per cent 
wad . — ; “WC for cities of 500,000 to 750,000 popu- 
MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS ede sin 
1949-51 1950-51 Because rural deaths usually are 
MONTH 1949 1950 1951 Change Change 
January 2,350 2,470 2,890 +23% +17% 
Februar 1970 2210 ©2300 7% =SCi(ié«C A MONTHLY MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 
March 2,150 2,490 2,710 +26% + 9% - 
April nn i a me AND TRAFFIC TRENDS 1950-1951 
10,460 +19° 7% 
Four Monnths 8,810 9,810 : bl = a asa a ea a a 2 | 
May 2,430 2,700 3,000 
June 2.370 2,610 ‘ pan L | bam | pol 
July 2,790 3,150 1950 51 
August >. 890 3,210 2,000 ee I = i 
September 2.950 3,200 
October 3,070 3.530 DEATHS 
November 2,970 3,210 
December 3,220 3,580 1,000 
TOTAI 31,500 45,000 
All figures are National Safety Council estimates. The 1951 national estimate is 1950 1951 
arrived at by assuming that the percentage change from 1950 to 1951 in the states 30,000 — 1 
reporting for both years reflects the 1950-51 change in the entire country. Since national 
estimates made in this way become more accurate as more states report, revisions are MILES (mictiom 
made from time to time as new reports are received for the various months. For this 
reason the figures given above for 1951 may differ slightly from figures for the same 10,000 








months which will be published in future issues of PUBLIC SAFETY. APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT HOY DEC JAN FEB MAR APR 
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in the urban total 
coupled with the 3 per cent improve FIRST 4 MONTHS, 1950 TO 195! 
ment in the total for the nation indi- 
cates that the rural total is unchanged 


double the urban toll, the 10 per cent -__ CHANGES IN MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATHS 


NH.+29% 
Vt. 469% 
For the first four months of 1951, 

the city death total approximated the 
total for the corresponding period last 
year, evidencing further evidence that 
the increase in deaths for the nation 
this year is due to an increase in deaths 
in rural areas. 


Eighteen of the cities with Improv ed 
records for four months were over NATIONAL 
200,000 population. They were ESTIMATE 

% Improvement ae 
Akron, Ohio 67% . 
Providence, R. I. 60% 
Columbus, Ohio 59% 
Miami, Fla 50% 
Milwaukee, Wis. 18% REPORTS 
Richmond, Va. 14% 
a comer wa BBB decreases GBD Increases on no CHANGE CJ incomptete 
San Tntonio, Tex. 33% 
Denver, Colo. 29% 
Atlanta, Ga. 27% 
¢ > 2307 
ee seg ge rs Of the 518 cities reporting for For the first four months of the 
a » IN. ° € . = 
Honolulu, T. H 14% April, 365 had no fatal accidents dur- year, 213 of the 518 cities still had 


New York, N. Y. 7% ing the month. The largest of these perfect records. The largest were 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 6% 


( were Portland, Ore. (371,000); Okla- Bridgeport, Conn. (159,400); Berke- 
ne erg sm homa City, Okla. (242,500); and ley, Calif (113,200); and Lynn, Mass 
Indianapolis, Ind. 1% siaaee y; a. (444, > 6 cy, \ < > é yon, Mz 
Philadelphia, Pa. 2% Honolulu, T. H. (236,100). (99,500) 











TRAFFIC DEATHS—STATE RECORDS 


Deaths are reported by state traffic authorities, except for 
Louisiana, Michigan, New Mexico and Ohio which are reported 
by registrars of vital statistics. 


per 100,000 population, assuming that the monthly average of 
deaths will remain at the present average for the rest of the year. 
Population rates are based on the 1950 census. 

Population Rate: U. S. population rate is the estimated annual States shown in heavy type have improved in 1951 compared 
number of deaths per 100,000 population, assuming that deaths with 1950 or showed no change. All figures are provisional. 
for the rest of the year will follow the normal seasonal pattern. Mileage Rate: The number of deaths per 100,000,000 vehicle 
State population rate is the estimated annual number of deaths miles of travel. 
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TRAFFIC DEATHS—CITY RECORDS 























The table covers only motor-vehicle istration death rate which is the number size of total vehicle registration — from 
deaths resulting from traffic accidents that per 10,000 registered vehicles on an an- large to small. 
occurred in the city Nontraffic motor- nual basis. Vehicle registration figures Cities shown in heavy type have im- 
vehicle deaths (where the accident oc- are for the year 1950 and were supplied proved in 1951 compared to 1950. 
curred on home or industrial premises) by R. L. Polk & Company. The I leath 
are not included; nor are deaths in the Citi el died f k nt ite ation death rate is the num- 
city from accidents occurring outside. ities are ranked by death rates—from ber of deaths per 100,000 population on 
low to high. When two or more cities an annual basis. Populations are as of 
Rankings are based on the 1951 reg- have exactly the same rate, ranking is by April, 1950. 
Four Month Reg. Vor Four Mor Reg. I t Month teow 
0 194 ute Ra “i 149 Rate Ra 0 1949 Rate 
ALL REPORTING CITIES 3 7. Waterbury, Conn 1 3 1 09 29 43. Pontiac, ich > 6 2 16 82 
8. Wilmineton, Del i 44. Cleveland Heiehts, O ( 9 S.1 
9. Tulsa, Okla ; 6 1 1S 6.46 15. Richmond, Calif 2 9 Ss £7 22 
& pT ¢1,000,000 and Over) 10. Wichita, Kans i ; 6. Berwyn, Ill ( 017 $9 
11. Fort Wayne, Ind 4 5 5 1.6 6.8 17. Brockton, Mass 1 3 2 1.8 48 
Detroit. Mix 4 { 12. Sacramento. Calif ‘ $ 9 16 88 8. Orlando, Fl O11 
" Anecies. Calif ™ re 13 ga > Calif 3 9 ei @6 19. Spr ngh Id. Ob ‘ > 
, Pp 7 » « . ~ 4 ri¢ a 3 ; 0. San Jose, Calit ; 3 4 
Philadelphia, bi % in 49 «(SE ; 8 0 - Springfield ee : 1. Passaic. N. J ( I 
i. New York. N. 184 197 213 4.7 7.0 16 Evansville, Ind 3 . Binghamtor N. ¥ 4 , j 
Chicas ll 134 13 ‘ ‘8 17. Peoria, Ill 3 ry + 2.0 1 s Sioux City, low 
18. Arlington, Va. 4 6 1 2.2 6.7 1. Brookline, M 3 
19. Cambridge, Mass 2 7 2-23 39 All cities t i Si 
( p Il (750,000 t 00.( ) 20. New Haven, Conn i 7 7 23° 35 Puet Cok ( 3 j 
21. Yonkers, N. Y 3 Saginaw, Mict 3 5 ; 69 
Austin, Tex 4 ( l Hamilton, O »$ 104 
Sa Francis« Calit i 23. Youngstown, Ohio 5 6 8 2.7 89 8. Raleiet N. ¢ 3 13.8 
Washingt D. ¢ Ss 8 4. Little Rock, Ark 3 a8 59. East Chicago, Ind 1 2 2 24 335 
All cit n this grour All cities in this grour 8 0. St. Joseph, M ‘ ) 
Cleveland, Ot 38 45 3 l 5. Des Moines, lowa S. 2 a3 61. Evanston, Ill 2 3 e 29° 22 
i. Boston, Mass 19 20 21 4.0 7.2 26. Montgomery, Ala 4 6 1 3.1 8.6 Alameda, Calit 1 ? 5 
7. Trenton i i i4 63. Lansing, Mich 3 i 0 2.8 13.1 
8. New Bedford, Mas ( 3 8.3 {. Gadsden, Ala s 4 
( p II (500,000 ¢ 0,000) 29. Reading, Pa ; $3 § 35 110 Topeka, Kar 15.4 
40. Nashville, Tenn 8 11 8 3.5 13.8 Schenectady, N.Y i 3 13.4 
Minnear M “t- 3.7 14 7. Springtel ul ‘te ey ia ee 
>. Milwaukee, Wis 12 23 16 2.1/5.7 + - 4 I —— oO} “es z 
3. Buffalo, N. ¥ 17 20 18 2.9 8.8 34 : > $4 1 Joliet, HI. 
’ Pittsburgh, Pa Ds ©. 2 2D 6.7 3< j 4 Pawtucket. BR. 1 p 7 
eee te ‘ 36 6 8&8 1 4.4 14.5 Stockton, Cal 8 25 
oO uns. La ( 1 3 S 5) 18 18 ? Hamtramck M , 
. rca 38 s i. Jackson, Miss ’ 5 3 3.9 12.3 
49 i Wilkes-Barre, Pa i 1 
u 3 ! Santa Monica, Cal i 4 16.8 
( p IV (450,000 t on 1. Flint, Mich i4 ( Sig 5.8 Bay City, Mict 43°17 
: 42. Corpus Christi. Tex x I 8. Decatur, I ; 4.3 17.7 
43. Elizabeth, N. J. 6 7 1 6.2 16.0 ? St sburg. Fla i 4.3 18.8 
1. Columbus, Ohio 7 7M os Se 44. Utica, N. Y... ( 17.7 80. 7 jaute, | i4 4 4.4 18.8 
2. Portland, Ore 10 130 «8 s(i1.7 .. 8.1 45. Somerville, Mass 3 i 210.9 8&8 81. Medtord, Mass 0 4.4 
Seattle, Wast . 4 1 su ; 82. Albuquerque, N. M 1.5 
4. Denver, Colo 2 17 #14 «22.4' 6.7 83. Lowell Mass 1.7 3 
aloes ps Group VIL (50,000 t 0.000) ie gg ~ ‘ie “pe 
Dallas Tex i ( 8 Co n s, Ga 4 1 1.2 See 
7. Ss oO . > > - 
— Antoni a r ! 12 18 16 2.8 ip 1 Lincoln, Neb me 0 ? 1 0.0 0.0 * Newton, Mass I 2 : 5 5 3 ? 
> > 2 mston-Salem, 0 4 >» 0.0 0.0 9 ‘ , 
< Indianapolis, Ind 23 24 15 3.8 16.2 3. Jackson. Mich 0 2 2 00 0.0 5S Ss. D . 0 35. 3A 
\é k | 4 ( 8 Mc ( 8 
Oak Calii ‘ ; \. Cedar Rapids. lowa 0 1 O 00 0.0 : so ota 
Me s. I . 5. Huntington, W. Va 0 ? 2 0.0 0.0 ‘-— | ‘ 
. 6. Racine, Wis. 0 2 3 00 0.0 . ’ ‘ : 01 
7. Johnstown, Pa 0 1 1 0.0 0.0 Mas . 1 10.8 
Group V_ (200.000 to 350.000) ®. Durham, N. ¢ 0 1 4 0.0 0.0 5 2 24 
: 9. Lynn, Mass 0 i 0 00 00 ’ I + x 
10. East Oranee, N. J 0 1 2 0.0 0.0 
1. Providence, R. I 2 5 5 0 2.4 11. Clifton, N. J ( 0 00 ¢ Group VII ¢ 000 to $0.000) 
2. Akron, Ohio o) 9 , 24234 12. Manchester, N. H 0 1 4 0.0 0.0 
3. Sy N. ¥ 3 j Sa 13. Aurora, Ill, oO 2 0 00 0.0 
i ry ( 14. New Britain, Conn oO 1 0 00 0.0 1. Tucson, Ariz e 2 5 0.0 0.0 
5 8 16 Il 1.9 9.7 15. Charleston, S. C. 0 1 1 0.0 0.0 2. Battle Creek, Mich 0 1 0 0.0 0.0 
6 8 11 2 20 7.3 16. New Rochelle, N. Y ( ( 0 00 Of 4. Bouse dat r 0 0 0.0 0. 
7 ‘ a? 17. Wheeling, W. Va 0 4 2 00 0.0 4. Mansfield, Ohio 0 1 1 0.0 0.0 
~ ( 18. Lawrence, Mass 0 2 1 00 0.0 5. Royal Oak, Mich 0 1 0 0.0 0.0 
9 6 7 oS 2:4 3% 19. Pittsfield, Mass 0 1 4 0.0 0.0 Ann Arbor, Mict ( 0 0.0 04 
( 142311 0. Holvoke, Mass <a 0.0 04 7. Lake Ch ( 0.0 0. 
( g 1 1. Malden, Mass ( 0 0.0 O4 8. White Y ( ( + 0.0 O04 
All cities in this grou 10.3 22. Atlantic City, N. J 0 2 1 0.0 00 9. Billings, M 0 1 1 0.0 0.0 
12. Jacksonville, Fla 7 12 4 3.2 10.3 3. Columbia, S. € 1 OR 3 10. High Point, N. ¢ 1 0.0 Ou 
3 W ster, Mass ‘ } j j 24. Kalamazoo, Mich l 4 ; @9 §.2 11. Everett, Wash. 0 1 1 0.0 0.0 
4. Long Beach, Calit 3 13 4 16.( 25. Madison, Wis. 1 ‘ > 09 4.1 12. Cheyenne, Wyo. 0 1 2 0.0 0.0 
5. Toledo, Ohi 1 01 2 1s 26. Fresno, Calif. 2 i 3 0.9 6.6 13. Plainfield, N. J. 0 3 3 0.0 0.0 
Fort Worth, Tex 4 213 40 43 545 27. Charleston, W. Va. 1 ‘ : 2: €1 14. Bloomfield, N. J 0 1 1 6.0 0.0 
San Diego, Calif 18 1 | < 16.8 28. Lubbock, Tex. 1 5 1 1.0 4,2 15. Great Falls, Mont ( 0 0 0.0 oO. 
8. Omaha, Net 1 14 29. Greensboro, N. € 1 3 2 10 4.1 l Independence, Mo ( ( 1 0.0 0. 
Norfolk, V g 1 3 40. Davenport, Iowa 1 ‘ 1 oa. 4.1 17. Oshkosh, Wis ( ( 3 0.0 O« 
B nghan 4 1 4 31. Roanoke, Va. 1 2 7 OR SS 18. Marion, Ohio 0 2 0 0.0 0.0 
3 Lancaster, Pa I ( 1.1 4.7 19, Wauwatosa, Wis ( ( 0 0.0 Oo. 
33. Waterloo, lowa 1 3 i Raa Eau Claire, Wis ( ( 0.0 0.6 
Group VI (106 0 te 0,000) 34. Alexandria, Va 1 2 : t2 <3 Tallahassee, Fla ( ( 1 0.0 oO. 
35. Muncie, Ind. 1 - @ 22 34 W. Hartford, Cont ( ( 1 0.0 O. 
46. Rockford, Hl. 2 6 3. 15°63 23. Fargo, N. D 0 2 0 0.0 0.0 
1 Bridgeport, Conn o 9 1 00 0.0 37. Glendale, Calif 1.3 3 24. Lynchburg, Va 0 1 0 00 0.0 
2. Berkeley, Calif 0 4 Il 0.0 0.0 38. Lakewood, Ohio ( 0 1.3 44 Rochester, Mint ( 0 0.0 0. 
3. South Bend, Ind 1 4 9 06 2.6 39. Green Bay, Wis. iL 2 8 te Sy Newport News, Va. | 0.0 0. 
i. Baton Rouge, La 1 3 4 0.7 2.4 10. Portland, Me. i 2- 2h 38 7, Ithaca, N. Y ( 0 0.0 0.4 
5. Grand Rapids, Mich.. 20 5 4 0.7 3.4 41. Mount Vernon, N 1.4 4 28. Burlington, lowa oO 1 0 0.0 00 
6. Chattanooga, Tenn 1 S$ 3 08 2.3 #2. Oak Park, Ill i 2° Foe a7 29. Arlington, Mass oO 1 1 0.0 0.0 
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Award Plan. The combination had 
any number of potential answers. Most 
of the operators had been used to 
fixed-rail operation, and the big ques 
“How will they react when 
faced with an emergency ?’ The an 
swer was not long in coming 


tion was 


The record showed that November, 
1949 was the lowest November in ac 
cident experience of any November in 
the period—1945-49. That sounded 
pretty good to the Bureau of Person 
nel and Safety. But, they didn’t relax 
for a moment. The drumfire of edu 
cation went on all through the ‘Muni’ 
Railway system until operators found 
themselves holding forth on accident 
prevention every time two or more ot 
them got together 


When management posted the list 
of operators and gripmen still eligible 
for NSC Safe Driver Awards for the 
first six months of operation, interest 
hit a peak. And just one month after 
the first list was posted, “Muni” Rail 
way experienced the lowest accident 
record for July, 1949, of any July 
in company history 

But, it wasn’t all skittles and beer, 
either. The gripes were plentiful. Op- 
erators swamped the Director of Per 
sonnel and Safety with requests for a 
hearing on the accidents with which 
they were charged. To the eternal 
credit of ‘““Munt” officials, all of the 
operators got that hearing, although 
it meant long, grueling hours of in 
terviewing, until a fair verdict was 
rendered each of them. As many as 
30 men a day received personal inter 
views, and many of those interviewed 


were men who, heretofore, were con 
sidered accident-prone. It gave a lift 
to supervisors to know that the Safe 
Driver Award Program was produc 
ing the kind of interest that spurred 
drivers to want to drive safely 

And, the interviews produced evi 
dence of the need on the part of Rail- 
way supervision to define an accident 
in no uncertain terms. It definitely 
marked the end of sloppy reporting 
for every operator in the system knew 
the score on what constituted an acct 
dent, which accidents were chargeable 
and which were not 

The Review Board of Director Fan 
ning, Harry Cooley, assistant superin 
tendent of transportation; and Donald 
Mazzoni, general claims agent, solved 
their big problem in answering the 


gripes, and “Muni” Railway operators 
settled down to rack up some records. 
They had been given some practi- 
cal training in meeting some of the 
accident gremlins that lay in wait for 
the unwary. Instructors McRobbie, 
Wm. McDevitt and Martin Wormuth 
gave them the theory and—on the 
outside — Instructors Clarence Lahey, 
Arnold Piffero and Clyde Adams 
teamed up on the practical end, all 
under the watchful eye of Ray Hay- 
ton, chief instructor, while Wm. D. 
Ratto, assistant director of safety, Jim 
Finn, personnel assistant, and Dick 
Grifhn kept the program coordinated 
with the facts of life transitwise. 


“Muni” officials felt that pedestrian 
accidents were far too high and kept 
beating the drums until they had all 
employees pedestrian conscious. In 
1949 “Muni” had had 213 pedestrian 
injury accidents, while the police de- 
partment records showed a total of 
1,508 in the city. In 1950, “Muni” 
reduced the pedestrian toll to 196 
accidents——a drop of 8 per cent, 
but pedestrian accidents were up 9 
per cent for the city, where they to- 
taled 1,641. 

Courtesy is an important part in 
any transit operation. This is impor- 
tantly true in San Francisco, and 

Muni” does something about it with 
a “Muni Man of the Month” con- 
test. The passengers nominate out- 
standingly courteous operators, and 
San Franciscans flooded ‘Muni’ of- 
fices with their selections for this 
transit courtesy hit parade 

The newspapers feature the monthly 
courtesy citation award wifner in their 
news columns, and ‘Muni’ plasters 
car cards bearing the photo of the 
new “Muni Man of the Month” in 
every company vehicle. As Walter 
Stone, one of the citation winners, 
told me, “When you get this check 
and see your picture all over the sys- 
tem as a sort of symbol of courtesy, 
you just don’t dare ever to be discour 
teous to anyone again. Gosh I guess 
we winners are marked for life.” 

Take George W. Dahl (Cap No 
38), NSC Sate Driver Award winner, 
and recipient of two commendations 
for courtesy. He gets a bang out of 
making other people happy and is a 
courtly character himself 
When the Girl Scouts hied themselves 
off to their annual Day Camp Birth- 
day Party, Mr. Dahl was so solicitous 
for their welfare that 


serene, 


his general 


demeanor prompted Mrs. Carl P. Mc- 
Carthy, Day Camp chairman, to write 

Muni” about his general helpful- 
ness, 

And, as Mr. Dahl found out, cour- 
tesy can be news. Jack McDowell, 
popular columnist of the Ca/l-Bulletin, 
found the “Muni” operator to be good 
copy for one of his columns. As 
Jack said, he’s a kindly, cour- 
teous fellow who thinks more about 
his customers than the strict wording 
of the rule book. He figures it is 
more important to wait a few seconds 
when he sees one of his regular cus- 
tomers running than to shove off and 
blame it on the rules and schedules 
And he’s won an everlasting place in 
the hearts of many a woman customer 
for letting them out in front of their 
house at night.’ 


It's not surprising that most of 
those nominated for “Muni Man of 
the Month” are also either NSC Safe 
Driver Award winners or the stuff 
of which the NSC Safe Driver Award 
winner is made. Since attitude plays 
an important part in the compilation 
of a safe driving record, such promo- 
tions lend themselves to substantial 
morale building when coupled with 
sound accident prevention techniques 

We don’t want to give away any 
secrets but “Muni” cut its cost per 
mile of operation 4 cents in 1950 
compared with the previous year. 
Most economists will agree without 
too much argument that prices were 
up in 1950 compared with 1949, and 
any curbstone economist can tell you 
that just holding the line was con- 
sidered a remarkable feat of opera- 
tional legerdemain 

A close working liaison between 
Dick Griffin and Sgt. Leslie Brannan, 
Analytical Bureau, San Francisco Po- 
lice Department, is paying off for both 
agencies. The accident location file 
is sometimes used to tie in with police 
records and many bad intersections or 
parking problems have been im- 
proved. This is merely one of the 
illustrations which could be cited to 
point up the excellent cooperation 
which exists between Railway and 
Police officials. 

Muni” Railway is big business in 
the transit field. The payoff in lives 
saved and accidents prevented would 
be enough reward to justify the in 
stallation of the NSC Safe Driver 
Award Program in any comparable 
operation in America, where transit 1s 
still exacting a toll in blood and sweat 
and tears because an opinionated man- 
agement estimates its individual judg- 
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ment is better than that of a thousand 
fleet operators, or that its experience 
or problem is ‘‘different.”’ 

Here in San _ Francisco—beautiful 
“Bagdad-by-the-Bay,” that estimate 
has been forever sunk without a trace 
And this Bagdad Bonanza has been 
further rewarded with an operational 
savings to hang up along the tre- 
mendous money savings which result 
from 1,000 fewer traffic accidents, 800 
fewer passenger accidents, 130 fewer 
employee accidents, to mention only a 
few of the more tangible evidences of 
a successful accident prevention pro- 
gram 

All this, coupled with our reduc- 
tion of 23 per cent in accidents dur 
ing the period the NSC Safe Driver 
Award was in effect compared with 
the identical period in 1949 prior to 
its installation, provides unquestioned 
proof of the effectiveness of the 
Award Program,” said Paul Fanning, 
‘Muni's” director of personnel and 
safety. 

Our thanks are due Iver C. Lar 
son, executive vice president, San 
Francisco Chapter, National Safety 


Send for our catalog on all items 
from “America’s Largest Safety 
Patrol Outfitters” 
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Council, and Paul Coburn, director, 
Motor Transportation Bureau, Na- 
tional Safety Council, Chicago, for 
their assistance and cooperation in 
placing the Council’s Safe Driver 
Award Plan in effect on our prop- 
erty.” 

As PUBLIC SAFETY was going to 
press, word came that the American 
Transit Association in their meeting 
at the Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, Md., May 24th, had presented 
‘Munt” with a special citation for the 
greatest improvement in safety record 
during 1950 of any transit property 
in cities Of 600,000 or over. - This 
national recognition for accident pre 
vention effort covering transit and 
passenger safety was received by 
“Muni's” Paul J. Fanning, director of 
the Bureau of Personnel and Safety, 
from the hands of Administrator 
James K. Knudson of the Defense 
Transport Administration. And it cer- 
tainly marked 1950 as a red letter 
year for transit in the City and County 
of San Francisco. 

We rode “Muni” vehicles from the 
Embarcadero to Ingleside, and from 


Hunters Point to Seacliff, and wound 
up with a bagful of notes which will 
never be used. Glimpsed in the smile 
of a bus operator avoiding a traffic 
tangle, or just the snugged-up bus it 
self at a loading zone stop, the sum 
total of this story can best be ex 
pressed by one’s impressions, espec ially 
when they're backed up by solid fact. 

There’s romance in transit. And 
when bus, trolley coach, street or cable 
car transport the rider to such places 
as Fisherman's Wharf, the Golden 
Gate, Chinatown, The Presidio, Rus- 
sian Hill, The Cow Palace, Kezar 
Stadium, Nob Hill, Golden Gate 
Park, Telegraph Hill, and all the 
other myriad wondrous spots of this 
modern Bagdad, small wonder then 
that even the staid operators sense the 
magic of their jobs. 

Kaleidoscopic San Francisco with its 
pageantry of people, its rugged hills 
and billowing fogs is elusive. But 
there's nothing elusive about ‘Muni's”’ 
accident reduction. Here indeed is a 
Bagdad Bonanza. And we think it 
couldn't have happened to a_ nicer 
town in all this world. 


REMEMBER APRIL SHOWERS 


ATTENTION! 


WILL BE COMMANDED by school safety patrols 
if outfitted properly. Make schools in your com- 


munity command attention. 


We feature a complete line of safety patrol items. 
White rubber raincoats, available with school, city 


or sponsor's name on back. Long range visibility, 
long wear. Also available in yellow or black. 


“Corporal Digby" available for duty in any kind of 
weather. Five feet tall, vivid red, yellow, and black 
enamel on heavy steel. Warns motorists of schools 


approaches. 











We also furnish the following accessories: Patrol 
Caps, Overseas Caps, Felt Emblems, Patrol Buttons, 
Caution Flags, Rain Wear, Winter Wear, Arm- 


bands, Rubber Boots. 





Graubard’s 


266 MULBERRY ST. 


NEWARK 2, N. J. 
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WICHITA— Grand Award Winner 


Fy , Pa e I¢ 


Results began to show almost in 


liately. The appalling total of 
1930 continued as a 


ord. Through the thirties 


Wives fost in 


however 


tatalities remained discouragingly 

high. In 1939, when the death total 
:; ' 

was I4, civic leaders decided it was 


high time something was done 


\ whole hatful of safety develop 


ments have occurred during the past 
de le Some of them are quite re 
ent and some had a definite 
bearing on Wichita’s winning of the 
National Traffic Safety Contest 
Grand Award” for 1950, One defi 
nite factor was the decrease in loss 
of = life In 1949, Wichita had its 
\ rathic fatality year in a decade 
S« mn persons lost their lives as 
1 result of 13 traffic smashes. Al 
though — street traffic climbed morc 
than 10 per cent in 1950, the trath 
death toll was cut to six 
Among the more important devel 
opments of the decade in the field 
of trathc safety is the closer attention 
being paid to the movement of street 
ift Many trafth irteries have been 
lened as a result of this scrutiny 
vhich ts sort of cooperative effort 
on the part of the police department 
ind the city’s trafh "neering divi 
s1or 
City othcials, the Chamber of Con 
NS] ipers radio stations, and 
vic Organizations participated in the 
organizat of range plan for 
irousing itizens to the me 1 for sat 
irivi The Wich T'rathc Commis 
( i iter nization which 
st ic ifters nad iKCS recon 
ndations to the City Commission 
onsored rentific study of Wichi 
al \ 
) \ 
r} 
i 
| re | 
f eh ‘ 
ly 
‘ ‘ 
I 
\ 
Let 
eh , 
| ’ ’ 


Enforcement has been strengthened 
In 1950, realizing the seriousness of 
the traffic problem, Wichita’s city off 
cials asked for and received permis 
sion from the Kansas State Commis 
sion of Revenue and Taxation to issue 
emergency warrants. The emergency? 
Irafhc. The warrants were issued for 
the purpose of adding 10 uniformed 
men to the traffic division 
department organization had been 
changed so the traffic division would 
be separate from the uniform division 
Wichita looked 
ahead, Today, because of an enabling 
act from the Kansas legislature, trafhi 
matters are handled in traffic court 
Formerly, all police matters of a cer 
han 
Because of the 
rising volume of traffic cases, the sep 
arate trafic court was organized 
Drunk driving, speeding in school 
zones and speeding in general have 


Earlier the 


Courtwise, too, 


tain degree of seriousness were 
dled in police court 


FINAL MOTOR-VEHICLE DEATH 
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been the target of heavy fines and in 
many cases, heavy sentences 

Installation of modern, four-way 
street name signs is also considered 


both a safety boon and a convenience 


to the motorists. The new signs 
marked an end to the hazard involved 
when a motorist looked back to see 


what street he just passed 

Selective enforcement has also pro 
vided additional traffic safety. Studies 
are made of intersections with high 
accident experience. Time of day, 
cause and location are charted. Extra 
police are assigned to give special at 
tention to the danger spots 

The police department, realizing 
that prevention is more important 
than punishment, has become to some 
extent an educational institution. Reg- 
ular radio safety lectures are spon- 
sored by the department. Newspaper 
publicity, canvas banners, movie trail 
ers and speeches before civic groups 
help citizens learn the techniques of 
trathe safety. 
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Driver educ ation 1s an important 
part of the public 
schools. Realizing that serious acci- 
dents are often caused by youthful 
drivers, Wichita has placed special em- 
phasis on driver training in the 
schools. School-age youngsters are 
also easier to teach how to drive than 
people who've been behind the wheel 
of a car for years. 


curriculum in 


Safety competition among drivers 
of high school age is carried on each 
year, 

For younger school children, bicycle 
clubs and safety instruction help to 
get the traffic problem to the fore 


Junior trafhce safety court is consid 
ered a boon to traffic safety in Wichita. 
Juveniles violating traffic ordinances 
do not pay fines. Their “tickets” re- 
quire them to attend a school con- 
ducted each Saturday morning by 
Sergeant Million. Each violator must 
attend three school sessions, and rec 
ords show that few are repeat trafhi 
law breakers 


For high school students, a sort of 
“kangaroo court’’ manned by high 
school youngsters fixes the punishment 
for classmates who violate traffic laws 

Better street lighting has also con 
tributed to traffic safety in Wichita 
In a broad five-year improvement pro 
gram, brighter lights have been in 
stalled at key intersections, along dark 
streets, along bridges and elsewhere in 
a “priority program.” Eventually street 
lighting throughout the city will have 
been improved. 


The one-way alley ordinance has 
clarified the problem of handling alley 
traffic. Two of the city’s main thor- 
oughfares (First and Second Streets) 
have been made one-way streets. Esti 
mates are that they handle well over 
double the traffic they handled _pre- 
viously. 


Angle parking has been eliminated 
to allow freer movement of trafh« 


Specifically in the field of public 
information, the Wichita Eagle and 
the Wichita Beacon carry thousands of 
inches of copy a year in news stories 
and editorials on the subject of trafh« 
safety. Regular safety programs are 
heard over KANS, KFBI, KFH and 
KAKE. The Kansas Gas and Electric 
company spends thousands of dollars 
a year on a safety program involving 
youngsters. Every Saturday morning 
it the Sandra theatre in Wichita, KG 
& E sponsors a free movie for boys 
ind girls 


At each showing the police 
department 


presents safety informa 


tron 
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I suppose it is impossible to at 
tain perfection in anything involving 
human beings,” Chief Shepherd said 
‘There may be an irreducible mini- 
mum in traffic accidents. We don't 
believe we have reached that point 
We won't believe we've reached it so 
long as human beings lose their lives 
on the streets of Wichita.” 

Editor's Note: When Judges of the 
National Trathc Safety Contest an- 
nounced Wichita as first place winner 
in Group VI and Grand Award win- 
ner for Cities, PuBLIC SAFETY asked 
Wichita’s Mayor Floyd T. Amsden for 
an on-the-spot story telling how the 
Kansas metropolis accomplished this 
feat. In short order, the foregoing 
story and photographs followed _air- 
mail special delivery from the office 
of Paul E. Dannelley, of Paul E. Dan 
nelley & Associates, Wichita, Kans. 


Amend Indiana Law 
Covering Drunk Driving 
Any Indiana police officer is now 
permitted to arrest a drunken driver 
on “information.” This legislative 
blow against drunken drivers has just 
been landed by action of the Indiana 
General Assembly, and is in line with 
legislation already adopted by at least 





three other states—-New York, Vu 
ginia and Missouri. 

Heretofore, Indiana police could not 
act to apprehend such drivers unless a 
trafic misdemeanor had been com- 
mitted in their view 

The new Indiana law makes an ex 
ception of two violations under this 
rule drunken driving, if coupled 
with an accident and hit-run driving, 
if injury or death are involved. The 
state traffic code was amended to say 

“A peace officer may, without war- 
rant, arrest a person, in case of viola- 
tions of section 39 of this act (Hit- 
Run Driving) and section 52(b) of 
this act (Drunken Driving), if the 
violation of said section 52(b) ts 
coupled with an accident, which in 
fact has been committed, though not 
in his presence, when he has reason 
able cause to believe that the violation 
was committed by such person.” 

Leading the fight to secure this leg 
islative action were: the Indianapolis 
Safety Council of the Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce, Indiana State 
Police, Indiana Traffic Safety Commis 
sion, Indtana Roadside Council, Sev 
enth District Federation of Clubs, plus 
many prominent Hoosier public off 


cials. civic leaders and organizations 


ACCIDENT 


DIAGRAM 


YOU can make a picture of 


tions 


Forbes Handy Traffic Reporting Kit 


ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 


TRAFFIC SURVEYS 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENTS 
LEGAL DIAGRAMS 
COURT AND JURY WORK 


Yes, you can quickly and accurately diagram 

on the spot. the location of all cars, pedes- 

trians, etc. These stamps picture 11 types of 
bs vehicles, also pedestrian, bicycle, arrow, etc. 
**seeceeee Compact kit includes stamp pad. 


Size for Standard Forms 


Large Size for Instruction Work 


FORBES STAMP CO. 


$2.00 
5.00 ] 


Postpaid 
with Remittance 
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TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





There is a wealth of valuable 
and interesting information in 
the catalogs and publications 
listed below. They form splen- 
did additions to your reference 
affording an oppor- 
tunity to keep abreast of 
safety equipment. The coupon 
below will bring FREE to 
those responsible for the rec- 
ommendation or purchase of 
equipment any or all of the 
catalogs listed. 


library, 





1 Mobile Communications Serv- 
icing: This illustrated booklet covers 
such service programs for mobile and 
microwave communications as turn 
key installation, installation 
vision, and scheduled and emergency 
Programs are provided by 
company’s service branches. R.C.A. 
Service Co, 

2. Snow Melting Systems: Chap 
ters of this 36-page illustrated bul 
letin are devoted to design, piping 
properties, use of anti-freeze, paving 


super 


service 





design, fabrication, installation and 
operating costs of fifty operating 
snow melting systems. A. M. Byers 
Co. 

3. Crossing Gates: Bulletin 748 
fully describes the Western Model 10 


automatic crossing gate. Automatic 
signals eliminate the “human equa- 
tion” in crossing protection. Western 
Railroad Supply Co. 

4. Street Lighting Equipment: 
Catalog lists complete details of vari- 
ous metal and porcelain head combi- 
nations, receptacles, sockets and dif- 
ferent I.E.S. light distributions for 
above luminaries. Also data on steel 
poles and accessories. Joslyn Mfg.-& 
Supply Ce. 

5. Reflective Glass Beads: Infor- 
mation is available on reflective glass 
beads, in variety of sizes, which meet 
specific standards for top application 
to beaded traffic lanes and for ad- 
mixture to traffic paint. Flex-O-Lite 
Mfg. Corp. 

6. Street Signs: Catalog gives full 
information on a complete line of 
street name signs. Lyle Signs, Inc. 

7. Tire Chains: Information is 
available on ‘‘Weed,” bar-reinforced 
tire chains. Bar-reinforcement more 
than doubles the mileage of chain. 
{merican Chain & Cable Co. 
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National Safety Council 40-31 
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Green Cross News 
From Page 29 
Vacation Hazards 
The Greater Minneapolis Safety 


Council held its first vacation safety 
meeting April 9, a women's gathering 
that was well attended. The general 
subject was, “How to Live Through 
a Vacation.”” Levi M. Hall, chairman 
of the board of the Minneapolis Coun 
cil, presided. The program designers 
pulled away from the common titles 
usually listed on safety programs. For 


example: “Well Spent—You or Your 
Vacation ? How to Leave Home 
Don't Kill Him—We Want Him 


Back 
Al Fresco 
Sands was general 
sponsored by the Coun 


Boat Notes and Dip Tips 

Fiasco Mrs. Thomas 
chairman of the 
conterence 
cil’s Women’s division 


Roy Godwin Heads Council 

Roy M. Godwin, manager of th 
safety department of the Philadelphia 
Electric System, has been 
appointed chairman of the board of 
governors of the Philadelphia Safety 
Council, a division of the Chamber 
of Commerce. Godwin is prominent 
in the field of industrial safety, locally 
and nationally. He has been an active 
member of the executive committee 
and board of the Philadelphia Coun 
cil for several years and has served 
on important NSC committees. Under 
the system of rotating chairmen he 
succeeds L. B. F. Raycroft, who has 
headed the Council the past two years 


( ompany 


Dignity is the capacity of holding back 
your tongue on a subject which should 
have never been on your mind in_ the 


first place 


Hero’s Homecoming 





General of the Armies Douglas MacArthur's return brought Mr. and Mrs. America 
and all the kids flocking to see him. Needless to say, the handling of these enormous 
throngs brought many headaches to America’s traffic authorities. We liked this shot 
of the General flanked by an alert motorcycle officer on the occasion of MacArthur's 
return to his “hometown,” Milwaukee. 
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TEAM UP WITH THESE TYPICAL AMERICANS 
IN THE PAYROLL SAVINGS PLAN! 


* “The Defense* Bonds I bought through Payroll Savings 
in “41 helped me to buy my new home!” says G. E Nelson, 
manufacturing technologist at Shell Oil Company. Con- 
gratulating Mr. Nelson is Shell Vice President and 
former Air Force General “Jimmy” Doolittle, who adds, 
“At Shell we believe in Payroll Savings——it’s a patriotic 


and practical way to do a job for defense!” * Pasquale Santella, millwright at United States Steel 


Company’s Carrie Furnaces of the Homestead District 
Works, has a very personal reason for buying Savings 
Bonds. As he told C. EK Hood, United States Steel Com- 
pany executive vice president, “My son Tony, 19, is missing 
in Korea. Used to be | bought bonds because it was my 
duty and it was a good way to save money. Now | want to 
help lick the Reds and get Tony back. | buy one bond 
every payday and when Uncle Sam needs more money, 
I'll buy more bonds.” He has bought bonds regularly since 
1943; has never cashed one. 


* an ST P 
US Sangs Lauds ae Defense Lords 
%* “The Savings Bonds I’m buying now for America’s defense Lyf Them Regillathy! 


will add almost $100 a month to my company pension 
when I retire,” SP Engineer Frank Bacher tells his old 
friend, 4. T. Mercier, President of the Southern Pacific 
ier = re be : a _ p toward independe nee Topay join with these Americans— business leaders 
In which the ratlroac lelped me by encouraging me to join ® ° ° 
' Se a eee and employees—in their drive to make our country 


the Payroll Savings Plan.” x C 
‘ and our citizens more secure. If you’re an employee, 

go to your company’s pay office now and start buying 

U. S. Defense Bonds through the Payroll Savings 

Plan—the safe. sure way to save for America’s defense 





and for personal dreams-come-true. 


If you’re an employer, and have not vet installed 
the easily handled Plan. you will soon be contacted 
by one of industry’s leading executives. Sign up with 
him—and he!p him put the Plan in every company! 
It’s a practical. hard-sense way to help preserve our 
nation’s future. its fortune. and the very institutions 
that make our lives worth while! 


* Mrs. Eleanor Minkwic, drill press operator of Bur- 
roughs Adding Machine Company, introduces her Army 
veteran son Vernon, to her boss, Burroughs President 
John S. Coleman, “In 1942 I began buying Bonds 
through Payroll Savings at Burroughs,” says Mrs. Mink- ‘our Governmen sey for this adverti =e this publication 
wic. “Today they’re helping Vernon’s G.1. allowance to u ert un ind the ’ublishers of America. 


’ 


see him through college!’ 





Every genuine Safely Lane includes a 
WEAVER BRAKE TESTER 
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The Weaver ‘“Brake-O-Graph” is an automatic recording mecha- 
nism that makes a permanent card record of brake action. Weaver 
Automatic Brake Testers are of the “drive on and stop” type. The 
braking effort in each wheel is instantly and accurately recorded 
to show individual brake condition during an actual stop. 

Weaver has pioneered brake testing, and the company has long 
been a leader in cooperating with states and municipalities in- 
terested in motor vehicle inspection programs. Consult Weaver 
today for details and information about establishing a vehicle 
safety inspection program in your city or state. 


Save Lives eee act now to have all cars officially checked at regular intervals on 


A Safety Lane* includes a Weaver Headlight Tester, 


a Weaver Automatic Brake Tester, and a Weaver 
Wheel Alignment Tester 


* 
Safety Lanes ARE MADE ONLY BY THE WEAVER MANUFACTURING COMPANY - SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 


leaders in Automotive Safety Equipment for Over 25 Years 





